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In the fall of 1980, Genentech, Inc., a little-known California genetic engineering company, became the
overnight darling of Wall Street, raising over $38 million in its initial public stock offering. Lacking
marketed products or substantial profit, the firm nonetheless saw its share price escalate from $35 to $89 in
the first few minutes of trading, at that point the largest gain in stock market history. Coming at a time of
economic recession and declining technological competitiveness in the United States, the event provoked
banner headlines and ignited a period of speculative frenzy over biotechnology as a revolutionary means for
creating new and better kinds of pharmaceuticals, untold profit, and a possible solution to national economic
malaise.
 
Drawing from an unparalleled collection of interviews with early biotech players, Sally Smith Hughes offers
the first book-length history of this pioneering company, depicting Genentech’s improbable creation,
precarious youth, and ascent to immense prosperity. Hughes provides intimate portraits of the people
significant to Genentech’s science and business, including cofounders Herbert Boyer and Robert Swanson,
and in doing so sheds new light on how personality affects the growth of science. By placing Genentech’s
founders, followers, opponents, victims, and beneficiaries in context, Hughes also demonstrates how science
interacts with commercial and legal interests and university research, and with government regulation,
venture capital, and commercial profits.
 
Integrating the scientific, the corporate, the contextual, and the personal, Genentech tells the story of
biotechnology as it is not often told, as a risky and improbable entrepreneurial venture that had to overcome
a number of powerful forces working against it.  
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From reader reviews:

Zachary Mason:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your knowledge
by the e-book entitled Genentech: The Beginnings of Biotech (Synthesis). Try to make book Genentech: The
Beginnings of Biotech (Synthesis) as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone
and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make
new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Jon Cerrone:

Here thing why this kind of Genentech: The Beginnings of Biotech (Synthesis) are different and trustworthy
to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is
the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Genentech: The Beginnings of Biotech (Synthesis) giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with
Genentech: The Beginnings of Biotech (Synthesis). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you.
You can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Genentech: The Beginnings of Biotech
(Synthesis) in e-book can be your choice.

Dustin Singh:

The reserve with title Genentech: The Beginnings of Biotech (Synthesis) includes a lot of information that
you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Linda Livingston:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Genentech: The Beginnings of Biotech
(Synthesis) was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Genentech: The
Beginnings of Biotech (Synthesis) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to
suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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