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The period between the two world wars was crucial in the history of homosexuality in Europe. It was then
that homosexuality first came out into the light of day. Charting the early days of the homosexual and leshian
scene, Florence Tamagne traces the different trends in Germany, England and France in the period leading
up to the cataclysm of World War Il and provides important background to any understanding of the later
events. In this 2-volume scholarly treatise the author weaves together cultural references from literature,
songs and theater, news stories and private correspondence, police and government documents to give a
rounded picture of the evolving scene.

Tolerance for homosexuality followed different trendsin Germany, England and France in the period leading
up to the war. Tamagne's work outlines the long and arduous journey from the shadows toward acceptability
as the homaosexual and leshian community finds a new legitimacy at various levels of society.

Volume | introduces the first glimmerings of that new openness and explores the scenesin three very
different cities. Berlin became the capital of the new culture and the center of a political movement seeking
rights and protections for what we now call gays and lesbians. In England, the struggle was brisk to
undermine the structures and strictures of Victorianism; whereasin France (which was more tolerant,
overal), homosexuality remained more subtle and nonmilitant.

Volume | introduces the first glimmerings of tolerance for homosexuality around the turn of the last century,
quickly squelched by the trial of Oscar Wilde which sent a chill throughout the cosmopolitan centers of the
world. Just crawling out from under the Victorian blanket, Europe was devastated by a gruesome war that
consumed the flower of its youth.

Then, in the aftermath of World War |, avariety of factors came together to forge a climate that was more
permissive and open. Tamagne dissects the strands of euphoria, rebellion, exploration, nostalgia and
yearning, and the bonds forged at school and on the battlefront. The Roaring Twenties are sometimes seen,
in retrospect, as having been a golden age for homosexuals and lesbians; and the literary output of the era
shows why.

However, the social and political backlash soon became apparent, first of all in Germany. (Volume 2, ISBN
0-87586-278-0, focuses on the decline, and the counter-trend, from 1933 to 1939.) Repression arrested the
evolution of the new mores, and it was not until the 1960s that the wave of liberation could once again sweep
the continent.
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From reader reviews:
KurtisHenry:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated thisfor a
whileisreading. Y es, by reading areserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that History of
Homosexuality in Europe: Berlin, London, Paris 1919-1939 Volume 1 book as nice and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Harriet Blum:

This book untitled History of Homosexuality in Europe: Berlin, London, Paris 1919-1939 Volume 1 to be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you
can get alot of benefit onit. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by using
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Kenneth Hoy:

The publication untitled History of Homosexuality in Europe: Berlin, London, Paris 1919-1939 Volume 1 is
the e-book that recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer
was did alot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they shareto you is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of History of Homosexuality in Europe: Berlin, London, Paris 1919-
1939 Volume 1 from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy free time.

John Bergeron:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fed it? Do you want to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the reserve untitled History of Homosexuality in Europe: Berlin, London, Paris 1919-
1939 Volume 1 can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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