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Revered by millions, the Papacy is an international power that many nations have viewed with suspicion,
some have tried to control, and not a few have spied upon. Ranging across two centuries of world history,
David Alvarez’s fascinating study throws open the Vatican's doors to reveal the startling but little-known
world of espionage in one of the most sacred places on earth.

Reviewing the pontificates of ten popes—from Pius VII, Napoleon’s nemesis, to Pius XII, maligned by some
as “Hitler’s pope”—Alvarez provides the first history of the intelligence operations and covert activities that
reached the highest levels of the Vatican. Populated with world leaders, both famous and infamous, and a
rogue’s gallery of professional spies, fallen priests, and mercenary informants, his work casts a bright light
into the darker corners of papal history and international diplomacy, a light that often sparkles with a witty
appreciation of the foibles of the espionage trade.

Alvarez reveals that the Vatican itself occasionally entered this clandestine world through such operations as
a network of informants to spy on liberal Catholics or a covert mission to establish an underground church in
the Soviet Union. More frequently, however, the Vatican was the target for hostile intelligence services
seeking to expose the secrets of the Papacy. During World War I, for example, Pope Benedict XV’s personal
assistant was a secret German agent. During World War II, Germany, Italy, Russia, and the United States
sent spies into the Vatican to discover the pope’s intentions. The Nazis were especially resourceful, securing
the services of apostate priests, such as Herbert Keller, an unscrupulous monk who exposed Pope Pius XII’s
involvement in a plot against Hitler, and devising a plan to establish a “seminary” in Rome with agents
posing as student priests. Alvarez recounts these operations and many more, including the methods by which
the Vatican learned about the Holocaust.

Based on diplomatic and intelligence records in Britain, France, Italy, Spain, the United States, and the
Vatican—with the latter including documents sealed after the author had access to them—Spies in the
Vatican reveals that the Papacy often was hindered by its inability to collect timely and relevant intelligence
and that it made little effort to improve its intelligence capabilities after 1870. Challenging the long-held
notion that the pope is the world's best-informed leader, Alvarez illuminates not only the inner workings of
the Vatican but also the global events in which it was inextricably involved.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Batiste:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Spies in the
Vatican: Espionage and Intrigue from Napoleon to the Holocaust (Modern War Studies (Hardcover))?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with
your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different
opinion?

Salina Juarez:

The book Spies in the Vatican: Espionage and Intrigue from Napoleon to the Holocaust (Modern War
Studies (Hardcover)) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot
more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with
your subject. If you can make reading a book Spies in the Vatican: Espionage and Intrigue from Napoleon to
the Holocaust (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like
add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like available and read a guide Spies in the Vatican: Espionage and Intrigue from Napoleon
to the Holocaust (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book
or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Terry Matlock:

Why? Because this Spies in the Vatican: Espionage and Intrigue from Napoleon to the Holocaust (Modern
War Studies (Hardcover)) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but
latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who
have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore
or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Henry Vance:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer may be Spies in the Vatican: Espionage and Intrigue from Napoleon to the
Holocaust (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) why because the great cover that make you consider about the



content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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