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Afirsthand look at the Thai Buddhist environmental movement and its activist monks.

Thai Buddhist monks wrap orange clerical robes around trees to protect forests. “Ordaining” atreeisa
provocative ritual that has become the symbol of a small but influential monastic movement aimed at
reversing environmental degradation and the unsustai nable economic devel opment and consumerism that
fuel it. This book examines the evolution of this movement from the late 1980s to the present, exploring the
tree ordination and other rituals used to resist destructive national projects. Susan M. Darlington explores
monks motivations, showing how they interpret their lived religion as the basis of their actions, and
provides an in-depth portrait of activist monk Phrakhru Pitak Nanthakhun. The obstacles monks face,
including damage to their reputations, arrest, and even assassination, reveal the difficulty of enacting social
justice. Even the tree ordination itself must now withstand its appropriation for state projects. Despite this,
monks have gone from individual action to aloosely alied movement that now works with nongovernmental
organizations. Thisis afascinating, firsthand account of engaged Buddhism.

“...thisinsightfully innovative study deserves wide readership. Darlington skillfully describes and analyzes a
fascinating element of socially engaged Buddhism while succinctly synthesizing important historical
particulars that contextualize her narrative. The effectiveness of Darlington’s historical and ethnographic
approach in this book charts an important methodological path for future scholars of engaged Buddhist
studies to follow while exploring more of the field' s uncharted territory.” — Journal of Asian Studies

“An excellent book for anyone concerned with religion and environment ... Essential.” — CHOICE

Susan M. Darlington is Professor of Anthropology and Asian Studies at Hampshire College.
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From reader reviews:
Rebecca Burks:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become alife style. This reading behavior
giveyou lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read
one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The The Ordination of a Tree: The Thai Buddhist
Environmental Movement is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

John Lee

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while those
information which isin the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one would
work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take The Ordination of a Tree: The Thai Buddhist Environmental Movement as
your daily resource information.

Forest Nelson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Ordination of a
Tree: The Thai Buddhist Environmental Movement which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's see.

James Stumbaugh:

Isit a person who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Ordination of a Tree: The Thai Buddhist
Environmental Movement can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are
consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh erais common not a nerd activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?
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