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The southernmost part of India was born, it is said, when the mighty Parasurama sixth avatar of Vishnu
threw his battle axe to carve out the territory that would henceforth be his. And thus begins the story of
Kerala, the land of coconut palms (kera), backwaters and lagoons; joyous temple festivals, classical kathakali
and ayurvedic healing. In this anthology, writers as diverse as Arundhati Roy, Ramachandra Guha, O.V.
Vijayan, Vaikkom Mohammad Basheer and Kamala Das combine to bring alive the languid beauty and
charged social and political ethos of this tiny state that has been listed as one of the top fifty holiday
destinations in the world.

Shashi Tharoor writes of indolent summer vacations spent in his grandmother s house in a small village in
southern Kerala; Alexander Frater captures in mesmerizing prose the spectacle of the dark monsoon clouds
as they rush towards the coast, heralding the arrival of the south-west monsoon in India; Pankaj Mishra
describes his experience in a no-Indians please seaside hotel in Kovalam. Salman Rushdie s evocation of life
in Cochin, with its mixed Jewish and Portuguese legacies, brings alive the historical roots of the ancient port
city, while Dalrymple, walking the narrow streets of contemporary Kochi, is surprised by the discovery of a
living church of St. Thomas the first known Christian visitor to these parts. At the other end of the spectrum
are Father Alphonse and his band of villagers in idyllic Mayyazhi, Mukundan s Mahe, where French and
Malayali influences fight for dominance.

Changing lifestyles and the gradual erosion of past values and traditions in favour of a seemingly modern,
yet paradoxically conservative society engage the interest of several of the writers featured in this collection.
The tempered nostalgia of being a part of the royal family of Thiruvananthapuram, the fierce patriotism of
the Gulf-returned Malayali, and the reality of male-female hierarchies in a community that likes to boast of
its strong matrilineal traditions make for a bitter-sweet depiction of today s Kerala where high literacy and
excellent health care are balanced by the highest rates of suicide and unemployment in India.

A combination of essays, short stories, poems and extracts from published works both in English and
Malayalam including perennial favourites like Chemmeen and The Legends of Khasak this anthology affords
a tantalizing glimpse into the rich and varied layers of experience that Kerala has to offer.

Contributors include:
Arundhati Roy
Pankaj Mishra
David Davidar
William Dalrymple
O.V. Vijayan
M.T. Vasudevan Nair
Sreekumar Varma
Jaishree Misra
Suresh Menon
M. Mukundan
Vijay Nambisan
Kamala Das
Geeta Doctor
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From reader reviews:

James Edwards:

The book Where the Rain is Born: Writings About Kerala make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may
use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having
big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Where the Rain is Born:
Writings About Kerala being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like
open up and read a book Where the Rain is Born: Writings About Kerala. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Michelle Gilbert:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Where the Rain is Born: Writings About
Kerala is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Bernice Martinez:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Where the Rain is Born: Writings About Kerala book is readable simply by
you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding
Where the Rain is Born: Writings About Kerala content conveys the idea easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it.
So , do you even now thinking Where the Rain is Born: Writings About Kerala is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Josephine Weeks:

The particular book Where the Rain is Born: Writings About Kerala will bring someone to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Where the Rain is Born: Writings About Kerala
is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you
can quickly to read the book.
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