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This work introduces renowned linguistics scholar Anatoly Liberman’s comprehensive dictionary and

bibliography of the etymology of English words. The English etymological dictionaries published in the past

claim to have solved the mysteries of word origins even when those origins have been widely disputed. An

Analytic Dictionary of English Etymology by contrast, discusses all of the existing derivations of English

words and proposes the best one.

 

In the inaugural volume, Liberman addresses fifty-five words traditionally dismissed as being of unknown

etymology. Some of the entries are among the most commonly used words in English, including man, boy,

girl, bird, brain, understand, key, ever, and yet. Others are slang: mooch, nudge, pimp, filch, gawk, and

skedaddle. Many, such as beacon, oat, hemlock, ivy, and toad, have existed for centuries, whereas some have

appeared more recently, for example, slang, kitty-corner, and Jeep. They are all united by their etymological

obscurity.

 

This unique resource book discusses the main problems in the methodology of etymological research and

contains indexes of subjects, names, and all of the root words. Each entry is a full-fledged article, shedding

light for the first time on the source of some of the most widely disputed word origins in the English

language.

 

“Anatoly Liberman is one of the leading scholars in the field of English etymology. Undoubtedly his work

will be an indispensable tool for the ongoing revision of the etymological component of the entries in the

Oxford English Dictionary.” —Bernhard Diensberg, OED consultant, French etymologies

 



Anatoly Liberman is professor of Germanic philology at the University of Minnesota. He has published

many works, including 16 books, most recently Word Origins . . . and How We Know Them: Etymology for

Everyone.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Jones:

Here thing why this particular An Analytic Dictionary of English Etymology: An Introduction are different
and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. An Analytic Dictionary of English Etymology: An
Introduction giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there but
there is no book that similar with An Analytic Dictionary of English Etymology: An Introduction. It gives
you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or
even in your technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the
form of An Analytic Dictionary of English Etymology: An Introduction in e-book can be your alternate.

Geraldine Moreno:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly
feel happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual An Analytic Dictionary of
English Etymology: An Introduction is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Ruth Goodrich:

This An Analytic Dictionary of English Etymology: An Introduction usually are reliable for you who want to
be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this An Analytic Dictionary of English Etymology:
An Introduction can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book will
be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types.
Beside that this An Analytic Dictionary of English Etymology: An Introduction giving you an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Martha Royal:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this An Analytic Dictionary of English
Etymology: An Introduction book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism An Analytic Dictionary
of English Etymology: An Introduction as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is
one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to



pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to
another sixth sense.
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