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On thefirst day of Francisco de San Antonio'strial before the Spanish Inquisition in Toledo in 1625, his
interrogators asked him about his parentage. His real name, he stated, was Abram Rubén, and he had been
born in Fez of Jewish parents. How then, Inquisitors wanted to know, had he become a Christian convert?
Why had a Hebrew alphabet been found in his possession? And what was his business at the Court in
Madrid? "He was asked," according to his dossier, "for the story of hislife." Hisresponse, more than ten
folioslong, is one of the many involuntary autobiographies created by the logic of the Inquisition that today
provide rich insights into both the personal lives of the persecuted and the social, cultural, and political
realities of the age.

In thefirst edition of Inquisitorial Inquiries, Richard L. Kagan and Abigail Dyer collected, translated, and
annotated six of these autobiographies from a diverse group of prisoners. Now they add the fascinating life
story of another victim of the Inquisition: Esteban Jamete, a French sculptor accused of being a Protestant.
Each of the autobiographies has been selected to represent a particular political or social issue, while at the
same time raising more intimate questions about the religious, sexual, political, or national identities of the
prisoners. Among them are a politically incendiary prophet, a self-proclaimed hermaphrodite, and a morisco,
an Islamic convert to Catholicism.

Praise for thefirst edition

"A highly readable account... provides avery useful look into the lives of individuals whose activities
brought them before the Inquisition." -- Sxteenth Century Journal

"Kagan and Dyer have provided a useful service in translating excerpts from inquisitorial documents housed
in Spanish and Mexican archives." -- Journal of Church and Sate

"Through depositions related to Judaism, Islam, heretical Christianity and sexual deviance, the book
effectively addresses many of the ethnic, racial, religious, and social tensions that plagued early modern
Spain and its colonies... An excellent resource for the history classroom.” -- Gender and History

"The editors of this volume have performed a useful service for anyone interested in the Inquisition's
activities." -- Renaissance Sudies

"The authors have edited and trandlated the original documents with skill and sensitivity and accompanied
each testimony with useful explanatory notes. The resulting autobiographies are of primary importance to
historians of the period for what they teach us about prisoners' lives, their tactics of dissimulation and the
power of their testimony which, it might be argued, went as far as to challenge the authority of the
Inquisition itself." -- History
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From reader reviews:
Ellis Cook:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Inquisitorial
Inquiries: Brief Lives of Secret Jews and Other Heretics? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree
with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Jose Gray:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which isin the former life are challenging be find than now istaking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Inquisitorial Inquiries: Brief Lives of Secret Jews and
Other Heretics as your daily resource information.

Frank Tye:

This Inquisitorial Inquiries: Brief Lives of Secret Jews and Other Hereticsis great e-book for you because
the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can point
out no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Inquisitorial Inquiries: Brief Lives of Secret Jews and Other Hereticsin your
hand like having the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So, this can be good reading
book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Russell Pittman:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Inquisitorial Inquiries: Brief Lives of Secret Jews and Other Heretics we can get
more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at thistime
book Inquisitorial Inquiries: Brief Lives of Secret Jaws and Other Heretics. Y ou can more attractive than
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