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Working as a housekeeper was one of the most prestigious jobs a nineteenth and early twentieth century
woman could want - and also one of the toughest. A far cry from the Downton Abbey fiction, the real life
Mrs. Hughes was up against capricious mistresses, low pay, no job security and grueling physical labor.
Until now, her story has never been told. The Housekeeper's Tale reveals the personal sacrifices, bitter
disputes and driving ambition that shaped these women's careers. Delving into secret diaries, unpublished
letters and the neglected service archives of our stately homes, Tessa Boase tells the extraordinary stories of
five working women who ran some of Britain's most prominent households.

There is Dorothy Doar, Regency housekeeper for the obscenely wealthy 1st Duke and Duchess of Sutherland
at Trentham Hall, Staffordshire. There is Sarah Wells, a deaf and elderly Victorian in charge of Uppark,
West Sussex. Ellen Penketh is Edwardian cook-housekeeper at the sociable but impecunious Erddig Hall in
the Welsh borders. Hannah Mackenzie runs Wrest Park in Bedfordshire â?? Britain's first country-house war
hospital, bankrolled by playwright J. M. Barrie. And there is Grace Higgens, cook-housekeeper to the
Bloomsbury set at Charleston farmhouse in East Sussex for half a century â?? an era defined by the Second
World War.

Revelatory, gripping and unexpectedly poignant, The Housekeeper's Tale champions the invisible women
who ran the English country house.
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From reader reviews:

Derek Morton:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular The Housekeeper's Tale: The
Women Who Really Ran the English Country House book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Hazel Makowski:

This The Housekeeper's Tale: The Women Who Really Ran the English Country House usually are reliable
for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Housekeeper's
Tale: The Women Who Really Ran the English Country House can be one of many great books you must
have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that
might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place
and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Housekeeper's Tale: The
Women Who Really Ran the English Country House forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So
, let's have it and revel in reading.

Aida Zambrana:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is definitely The Housekeeper's Tale: The Women Who Really Ran the English Country House.

John Sherman:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Housekeeper's Tale: The
Women Who Really Ran the English Country House or even others sources were given expertise for you.
After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge.
In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Housekeeper's Tale: The Women Who Really



Ran the English Country House to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book
like this.
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