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On June 25, 2013, the U.S. Supreme Court handed down its decision in Shelby County v. Holder,
invalidating a key provision of voting rights law. The decision—the culmination of an eight-year battle over
the power of Congress to regulate state conduct of elections—marked the closing of a chapter in American
politics. That chapter had opened a century earlier in the case of Guinn v. United States, which ushered in
national efforts to knock down racial barriers to the ballot. A detailed and timely history, The Rise and Fall
of the Voting Rights Act analyzes changing legislation and the future of voting rights in the United States.

In tracing the development of the Voting Rights Act from its inception, Charles S. Bullock III, Ronald Keith
Gaddie, and Justin J. Wert begin by exploring the political and legal aspects of the Jim Crow electoral
regime. Detailing both the subsequent struggle to enact the law and its impact, they explain why the Voting
Rights Act was necessary. The authors draw on court cases and election data to bring their discussion to the
present with an examination of the 2006 revision and renewal of the act, and its role in shaping the southern
political environment in the 2008 and 2012 presidential elections, when Barack Obama was chosen. Bullock,
Gaddie, and Wert go on to closely evaluate the 2013 Shelby County decision, describing how the ideological
makeup of the Supreme Court created an appellate environment that made the act ripe for a challenge.

Rigorous in its scholarship and thoroughly readable, this book goes beyond history and analysis to provide
compelling and much-needed insight into the ways voting rights legislation has shaped the United States.
The Rise and Fall of the Voting Rights Act illuminates the historical roots—and the human consequences—of
a critical chapter in U.S. legal history.
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From reader reviews:

Adrienne McGinnis:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this The Rise and Fall of the Voting Rights Act (Studies in American Constitutional
Heritage).

Grace Moreno:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The The Rise and Fall of the Voting Rights
Act (Studies in American Constitutional Heritage) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Markus Walker:

This The Rise and Fall of the Voting Rights Act (Studies in American Constitutional Heritage) usually are
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this The Rise and Fall of the Voting
Rights Act (Studies in American Constitutional Heritage) can be one of the great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that
perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Rise and
Fall of the Voting Rights Act (Studies in American Constitutional Heritage) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful
in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Kirby Paradiso:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book The Rise and Fall of the Voting Rights Act
(Studies in American Constitutional Heritage) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current
skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you
enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for
you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve The Rise and Fall of the Voting Rights Act



(Studies in American Constitutional Heritage) can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone
and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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