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In Wit's End, Sean Zwagerman offers an original perspective on women’s use of humor as a performative
strategy as seen in works of twentieth-century American literature. He argues that women whose direct,
explicit performative speech has been traditionally denied, or not taken serioudly, have often turned to humor
as a means of communicating with men.

The book examines both the potential and limits of women’s humor as arhetorical strategy in the writings of
James Thurber, Zora Neale Hurston, Dorothy Parker, Edward Albee, Louise Erdrich, and others. For
Zwagerman, these texts “talk back” to important arguments in humor studies and speech-act theory. He
deconstructs the use of humor in select passages by employing the theories of J. L. Austin, John Searle,
Jacques Derrida, Shoshana Felman, J. Hillis Miller, and Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick. Zwagerman offers
arguments both for and against these approaches while advancing new thinking on humor as the “end”—both
the goal and limit—of performative strategy, and as a means of expressing afull range of serious purposes.

Zwagerman contends that women’s humor is not solely a subversive act, but instead it should be viewed in
the total speech situation through context, motives, and intended audience. Not strictly atransgressive
influence, women’s humor is seen as both a socia corrective and a reinforcement of established ideologies.
Humor has become an epistemology, an “attitude” or slant on one’ s relation to society.

Zwagerman seeks to broaden the scope of performativity theory beyond the logical pragmatism of
deconstruction and looks to the use of humor in literature as a deliberate stylization of experiencesfound in
real-world social structures, and as atool for change.
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From reader reviews:
Yadira Singh:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people lovesto learn a book. When you
go through a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, aswell
as soon. The Wit's End: Women's Humor as Rhetorical and Performative Strategy (Pitt Comp Literacy
Culture) provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Jeffery Whitley:

Y ou can obtain this Wit's End: Women's Humor as Rhetorical and Performative Strategy (Pitt Comp
Literacy Culture) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written
or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you
just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to
get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still revise. Let'stry to choose correct ways for you.

Jennifer Howard:

As ascholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to thelibrary in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul
or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and
can't see colorful pictureson there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Wit's End: Women's Humor as Rhetorical and Performative Strategy (Pitt Comp Literacy
Culture) can make you experience more interested to read.

Vincent Newton:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from abook. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just looking for the Wit's End: Women's Humor as Rhetorical and Performative Strategy (Pitt Comp
Literacy Culture) when you desired it?
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