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Here is the vibrant, colorful, high-stepping story of tap -- the first comprehensive, fully documented history
of a uniquely American art form, exploring all aspects of the intricate musical and social exchange that
evolved from Afro-Irish percussive step dances like the jig, gioube, buck-and-wing, and juba to the work of
such contemporary tap luminaries as Gregory Hines, Brenda Bufalino, Dianne Walker, and Savion Glover.

In Tap Dancing America, Constance Valis Hill, herself an accomplished jazz tap dancer, choreographer, and
performance scholar, begins with a dramatic account of a buck dance challenge between Bill "Bojangles"
Robinson and Harry Swinton at Brooklyn's Bijou Theatre, on March 30, 1900, and proceeds decade by
decade through the 20th century to the present day. She vividly describes tap's musical styles and steps --
from buck-and-wing and ragtime stepping at the turn of the century; jazz tapping to the rhythms of hot jazz,
swing, and bebop in the '20s, '30s and '40s; to hip-hop-inflected hitting and hoofing in heels (high and low)
from the 1990s right up to today. Tap was long considered "a man's game," and Hill's is the first history to
highlight such outstanding female dancers as Ada Overton Walker, Kitty O'Neill, and Alice Whitman, at the
turn of the 20th century, as well as the pioneering women composers of the tap renaissance, in the 70s and
80s, and the hard-hitting rhythm-tapping women of the millennium such as Chloe Arnold, Ayodele Casel,
Michelle Dorrance, and Dormeshia Sumbry Edwards.

Written with uncanny foresight, the book features dancers who have become international touring artists and
have performed on Broadway, won Emmy and Tony Awards, and received the prestigious Dance Magazine,
Adele and Fred Astaire, and Jacob's Pillow Dance awards. Presented with all the verve and grace of tap itself
and drawing on eyewitness accounts of early performances as well as interviews with today's greatest
tappers, Tap Dancing America fills a major gap in American dance history and places tap firmly center stage.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Gullett:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great along with important the book Tap Dancing America: A Cultural History.
All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social
media.

Kent Dennis:

Often the book Tap Dancing America: A Cultural History has a lot associated with on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this book.

Elizabeth Bello:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually you
may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Tap Dancing America: A Cultural History, you could
enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Harry Dwyer:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Tap Dancing America: A Cultural History to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when
you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about
book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it.
Beside that the reserve Tap Dancing America: A Cultural History can to be your new friend when you're
sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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