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Part medical mystery, part war story, and part social and family history, The Mythical Bill is the story of how
one man’s physical and mental pain radiates outward into the life and mind of each member of his family.
Weaving together diary entries, correspondence, and scrupulous research, Jody McAuliffe examines her
father’s life before, during, and after WWII, seeking answers to the questions of what really happened to Bill
McAuliffe and what caused his disintegration. His initial postwar diagnosis was torticollis: a condition of
persistent involuntary contraction of the neck muscles, causing the head to be twisted to an abnormal
position. But torticollis was only the beginning of Bill’s suffering and his daughter’s efforts to understand it.
The condition becomes a metaphor for things that refuse to fall into place: the body not in accord with the
mind, the head that turns away from reality.

From this drama of dislocation and disjointed truths, two braided selves emerge: the I of Jody and the I of
Bill. Through this doubleness, the writer probes a set of questions about how much we shape ourselves and
how much we are shaped by forces beyond our control.

The Mythical Bill, a moving and unusual book, is for people who suffer the devastating effects of combat on
the psyche, for those who encounter any debilitating disease, and for those who grow up with a father only
partially present. McAuliffe’s ear-catching, evocative, and often breathtaking writing forces readers to
confront the most terrifying question posed by a parent’s mental illness: will I get it too? Her narrative voice
is searching, compassionate, and self-deprecating, but cut through with welcome bits of humor in this
daughter’s story of confusion, sadness, and loss. 
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Brewer:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name The Mythical Bill: A
Neurological Memoir (Sightline Books) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer
in this era. The particular book untitled The Mythical Bill: A Neurological Memoir (Sightline Books)is a
single of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book
will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world
with this book.

David Butler:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new info. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this The Mythical Bill: A Neurological Memoir (Sightline Books), it is possible to tells your family, friends
as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Edward Rideout:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Mythical Bill: A Neurological Memoir (Sightline Books) the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging
every word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you
never get prior to. The The Mythical Bill: A Neurological Memoir (Sightline Books) giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life within this
era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when
you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time
activity?

Mike Gray:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference



book, new and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to
spread out your book? Or just seeking the The Mythical Bill: A Neurological Memoir (Sightline Books)
when you required it?
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