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“I am completely an elitist, in the cultural but emphatically not the social sense. I prefer the good to the bad,
the articulate to the mumbling, the aesthetically developed to the merely primitive, and full to partial
consciousness. I love the spectacle of skill, whether it’s an expert gardener at work, or a good carpenter
chopping dovetails . . . I don’t think stupid or ill-read people are as good to be with as wise and fully literate
ones. I would rather watch a great tennis player than a mediocre one . . . Consequently, most of the human
race doesn’t matter much to me, outside the normal and necessary frame of courtesy and the obligation to
respect human rights. I see no reason to squirm around apologizing for this. I am, after all, a cultural critic,
and my main job is to distinguish the good from the second-rate.”

Robert Hughes wrote with brutal honesty about art, architecture, culture, religion, and himself. He translated
his passions—of which there were many, both positive and negative—brilliantly, convincingly, and with
vitality and immediacy, always holding himself to the same rigorous standards of skill, authenticity, and
significance that he did his subjects. There never was, and never will be again, a voice like this. In this
volume, that voice rings clear through a gathering of some of his most unforgettable writings, culled from
nine of his most widely read and important books. This selection shows his enormous range and gives us a
uniquely cohesive view of both the critic and the man.

Most revealing, and most thrilling for Hughes’s legions of fans, are the never-before-published pages from
his unfinished second volume of memoirs. These last writings show Robert Hughes at the height of his
powers and can be read only with pleasure and a tinge of sadness that his extraordinary voice is no longer
here to educate us as well as to clarify and define our world.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Shaw:

The book The Spectacle of Skill: New and Selected Writings of Robert Hughes gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading
through a book The Spectacle of Skill: New and Selected Writings of Robert Hughes to get your habit, you
can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a reserve The Spectacle of Skill: New
and Selected Writings of Robert Hughes. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Carl Moss:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read
one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual The Spectacle of Skill: New
and Selected Writings of Robert Hughes is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Joseph Davis:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Spectacle
of Skill: New and Selected Writings of Robert Hughes suitable to you? The actual book was written by
famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Spectacle of Skill: New and Selected Writings of
Robert Hughesis the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you
ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So
you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Eunice Holt:

The Spectacle of Skill: New and Selected Writings of Robert Hughes can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing The Spectacle of Skill: New and Selected Writings of Robert Hughes nevertheless doesn't forget the
main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.
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