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"Childbirth is more than a biological even in women's lives," writes Judith Leavitt. "It is a vital component in
the social definition of women." This book uses personal accounts by birthing women and their medical
attendants to show how childbirth has changed from colonial times to the present. Brought to Bed describes
the traditional woman-centered home-birthing practices and their replacement by male doctors and the
movement of birth from the home to the hospital. Leavitt points out that childbearing women and their
physicians gradually changed birth practices because they believed the increased medicalization would make
birth safer and more comfortable. The irony was that infant and maternal mortality did not immediately
decline when childbirth moved into the hospital--because of the danger of infection--and more and more
women found the birth experience to be an alienating one. Outside of their homes, they felt "alone among
strangers". Leavitt concludes that birthing women held considerable power to determine labor and delivery
events as long as childbirth remained at home. Until the 1920s and '30s, birthing women surrounded
themselves with a network of supportive women whom they knew and trusted. Women, in strength,
negotiated with the various experts they invited to help and determined what would be done to their bodies.
When childbirth moved to the hospital in the twentieth century, the medical profession won the upper hand.
The book concludes with a discussion of recent events in American obstetrics that illustrate how women are
seeking to retrieve some of the traditional woman--and family--centered aspects of childbirth.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Glass:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need
more time to be examine. Brought to Bed: Childbearing in America, 1750-1950 can be your answer since it
can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Judith Jordan:

The book untitled Brought to Bed: Childbearing in America, 1750-1950 contain a lot of information on that.
The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read
more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Mark Hart:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Brought to Bed: Childbearing in
America, 1750-1950 is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Abel Mulholland:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
named of book Brought to Bed: Childbearing in America, 1750-1950. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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