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This compelling history of Europe’s Cold War follows the dramatic arc of the conflict that shaped the
development of the continent and defined world politics in the second half of the twentieth century. Focusing
on European actors and events, Mark Gilbert traces the onset of the Cold War, the process of Stalinization in
the Soviet bloc, and the difficulties of legitimation experienced by communist regimes in Hungary, Poland,
and East Germany even after Stalin’s death. He also shows how Washington’s leadership and worldview was
contested in Western Europe, especially by Great Britain and French president Charles de Gaulle. The book
charts the growing weakness of the communist system in Eastern Europe and the economic and moral
reasons for the system’s eventual collapse. It highlights the central role of European leaders in the process of
détente and in the diplomatic endgame that concluded the Cold War in 1990. Rather than simply a strategic
standoff between the superpowers, Gilbert argues, the Cold War was a social and ideological conflict that
transformed Europe from Lisbon to Riga. Fast-paced and readable, this political, intellectual, and social
history illuminates a conflict that continues to resonate today.
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From reader reviews:

Samara Reed:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster.
And you have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that
question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Cold War Europe:
The Politics of a Contested Continent to read.

Marie Guinn:

The particular book Cold War Europe: The Politics of a Contested Continent will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try
to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Cold War Europe: The Politics of a
Contested Continent is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

Lee Henry:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Cold War Europe: The Politics of a Contested Continent was filled with regards
to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people
has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy
to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Regina Hash:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Cold War Europe: The Politics of a Contested
Continent to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation
about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it.
Beside that the book Cold War Europe: The Politics of a Contested Continent can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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