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For the first time Matthew Rendell tells the little-known story of a Latin American country in which cycling
is the national sport, whose sportsmen, denied the enormous benefits of prosperity, cutting-edge technology
and unlimited sponsorship, have nevertheless achieved prodigious cycling feats both at home and abroad,
and helped to forge for Colombia a heroic national identity. He tells of how, during the fifties, Colombia's
own top cycle race, the Vuelta de Colombia, was still being held on dusty, unpaved roads - with
consequentially ghastly accidents; of how the first top European cyclists who came to race in Colombia
found themselves utterly vanquished by its endless mountain climbs; of how the biography of Colombia's
first cycling superstar was written by Gabriel Garcia Marquez. Then, following the story through to the
seventies and eighties, he shows how Colombia's cyclists began to make their mark abroad, even in the
ultimate competition, the Tour de France - and, while they may have lacked the team discipline and the pace
training to win the race itself, how to them the premier accolade was to become King of the Mountains, by
beating everyone else in the Tour's most draining mountain stage. And he traces the gradual process whereby
Colombia's irremediable political instability led to the rise of the cocaine cartels, and how, in the world of
cycling, sponsorship and the simple desire to achieve the best became inextricably linked with the world of
drug smuggling. Kings of the Mountains is a remarkable sports book about outstanding heroism and
superhuman achievement, the natural follow-up to the literary interest in cycling generated by Lance
Armstrong winning the William Hill.
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From reader reviews:

Lamont Williams:

The book Kings of the Mountains: How Colombia's Cycling Heroes Changed Their Nation's History can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing
like a book Kings of the Mountains: How Colombia's Cycling Heroes Changed Their Nation's History?
Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many facts for
us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Kings of the Mountains: How
Colombia's Cycling Heroes Changed Their Nation's History has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Patrick Pierce:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a reserve. The book Kings of the Mountains: How Colombia's Cycling Heroes Changed Their
Nation's History it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book.
We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this
book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The
price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Patrick Oneil:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Kings of the Mountains: How Colombia's Cycling Heroes Changed Their Nation's History your mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one type conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The Kings of the Mountains: How Colombia's Cycling Heroes
Changed Their Nation's History giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but
also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Bernie Watts:

Kings of the Mountains: How Colombia's Cycling Heroes Changed Their Nation's History can be one of
your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good



vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into
delight arrangement in writing Kings of the Mountains: How Colombia's Cycling Heroes Changed Their
Nation's History however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn
you into new stage of crucial imagining.
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