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Spanish soccer is on top of the world, at international and club level, with the best teams and a seemingly
endless supply of exciting and stylish players. While the Spanish economy struggles, its soccer flourishes,
deeply embedded throughout Spanish social and cultural life. But the relationship between soccer, culture
and national identity in Spain is complex. This fascinating, in-depth study shines new light on Spanish soccer
by examining the role this sport plays in Basque identity, consolidated in Athletic Club of Bilbao, the
century-old soccer club located in the birthplace of Basque nationalism.

Athletic Bilbao has a unique player recruitment policy, allowing only Basque-born players or those
developed at the youth academies of Basque clubs to play for the team, a policy that rejects the
internationalism of contemporary globalised soccer. Despite this, the club has never been relegated from the
top division of Spanish football. A particularly tight bond exists between fans, their club and the players,
with Athletic representing a beacon of Basque national identity. This book is an ethnography of a soccer
culture where origins, nationalism, gender relations, power and passion, lifecycle events and death rituals
gain new meanings as they become, below and beyond the playing field, a matter of creative contention and
communal affirmation.

Based on unique, in-depth ethnographic research, this book investigates how a soccer club and soccer
fandom affect the life of a community, interweaving empirical research material with key contemporary
themes in the social sciences, and placing the study in the wider context of Spanish political and sporting
cultures. Filling a key gap in the literature on contemporary Spain, and on wider soccer cultures, this book is
fascinating reading for anybody with an interest in sport, anthropology, sociology, political science, or
cultural and gender studies.
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From reader reviews:

Lenore Ryan:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book Soccer, Culture and Society in Spain: An
Ethnography of Basque Fandom (Routledge Critical Studies in Sport) had been making you to know about
other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
reserve Soccer, Culture and Society in Spain: An Ethnography of Basque Fandom (Routledge Critical
Studies in Sport) is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you truly
feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all
the book Soccer, Culture and Society in Spain: An Ethnography of Basque Fandom (Routledge Critical
Studies in Sport). You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Pauline Stern:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to your
account is Soccer, Culture and Society in Spain: An Ethnography of Basque Fandom (Routledge Critical
Studies in Sport) this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to
explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is
why this book suitable all of you.

Alex Miller:

You will get this Soccer, Culture and Society in Spain: An Ethnography of Basque Fandom (Routledge
Critical Studies in Sport) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your
solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only
through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you
just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current
ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Sheila Dickerson:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Soccer, Culture and Society in Spain:
An Ethnography of Basque Fandom (Routledge Critical Studies in Sport) to make your reading is interesting.
Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make



you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion
for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the e-book Soccer, Culture and Society in Spain:
An Ethnography of Basque Fandom (Routledge Critical Studies in Sport) can to be a newly purchased friend
when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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