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This book takes a fresh look at secondary urban English classrooms and at what happens when students and
their teachers explore literature collaboratively. By closely examining what happens in English lessons,
minute by minute, it reveals how literary texts function not as a valorised heritage to be transmitted, but as a
resource for the students’ work of cultural production and contestation.

The reading that is undertaken in classrooms has tended to be construed as either a poor substitute or merely
a preparation for other reading, particularly for that paradigmatic literacy event, the absorbed and
simultaneously discriminating consumption of the literary text by the independent, private reader. This book
argues for a different understanding of what constitutes reading, an understanding that is informed by
historical and ethnographic perspectives and by psychological and semiotic theory. It presents the case for a
conception of reading as an active, collaborative process of meaning-making and for a fully social model of
learning. Drawing extensively on data gathered through classroom observation and filming of English
lessons taught over the course of a year by two teachers in a London secondary school, the book explores
students’ engagement with literary texts and the pedagogy that facilitates this engagement.

The book offers new insights into reading, and reading literature in particular. It challenges the paradigm of
reading that is offered in government policy and the assumption, common to much work within the field of
‘new literacies’, that ‘schooled literacy’ is the already-known, the default, against which the alternative
literacy practices of homes and communities can be defined. It will be valuable reading for researchers,
teachers, teacher educators and postgraduate students, and will have particular appeal for those with an
interest in the fields of English studies and literacy.
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From reader reviews:

Jake Leslie:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Social Construction of
Meaning: Reading literature in urban English classrooms (Routledge Research in Education). All type of
book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Paul Green:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The Social Construction of
Meaning: Reading literature in urban English classrooms (Routledge Research in Education) is kind of guide
which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Kenneth Salinas:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you personally is The Social Construction of Meaning: Reading literature in urban English classrooms
(Routledge Research in Education) this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world
now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require
to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Omar Lamm:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Social Construction of Meaning: Reading literature in urban English



classrooms (Routledge Research in Education) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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