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From their conquest of Palestinein 1917 during World War |, until the establishment of the State of Israel in
1948, the British controlled the territory by mandate, representing a distinct cultural period in Middle Eastern
history. In Embodying Hebrew Culture: Aesthetics, Athletics, and Dance in the Jewish Community of
Mandate Palestine, author Nina S. Spiegel argues that the Jewish community of this era created enduring
social, political, religious, and cultural forms through public events, such as festivals, performances, and
celebrations. She finds that the physical character of this national public culture represents one of the key
innovations of Zionism-embedding the importance of the corporeal into national Jewish life-and remains a
significant feature of contemporary Israeli culture.

Spiegel analyzes four significant eventsin this period that have either been unexplored or underexplored: the
beauty competitions for Queen Esther in conjunction with the Purim carnivalsin Tel Aviv from 1926 to
1929, the first Maccabiah Games or "Jewish Olympics' in Tel Aviv in 1932, the National Dance
Competition for theatrical dancein Tel Aviv in 1937, and the Dalia Folk Dance Festivals at Kibbutz Daliain
1944 and 1947. Drawing on a vast assortment of archives throughout Israel, Spiegel uses an array of
untapped primary sources, from written documents to visual and oral materials, including films, photographs,
posters, and interviews. Methodologically, Spiegel offers an original approach, integrating the fields of Israel
studies, modern Jewish history, cultural history, gender studies, performance studies, dance theory and
history, and sports studies.

In this detailed, multi-disciplinary volume, Spiegel demonstrates the ways that political and social issues can
influence a new society and provides a dynamic framework for interpreting present-day Isragli culture.
Students and teachers of Israel studies, performance studies, and Jewish cultural history will appreciate
Embodying Hebrew Culture.
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From reader reviews:
Heather Robertson:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one with
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Embodying Hebrew Culture: Aesthetics,
Athletics, and Dance in the Jewish Community of Mandate Palestine is kind of reserve which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

Kristi Duncan:

Reading a book being new life stylein this calendar year; every people lovesto study a book. When you
examine a book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself ook for afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Embodying Hebrew Culture: Aesthetics, Athletics, and Dance in the Jewish
Community of Mandate Pal estine provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Brittany Gonzalez:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is Embodying Hebrew Culture: Aesthetics, Athletics, and Dancein the
Jewish Community of Mandate Palestine this e-book consist alot of the information in the condition of this
world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer
make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes
this book. That iswhy this book suited all of you.

Susan Arnold:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. In this particular modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for you.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just in search of the Embodying Hebrew Culture: Aesthetics, Athletics, and Dancein the



Jewish Community of Mandate Pal estine when you necessary it?
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