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For the period between World War Il and the full onset of the Cold War, histories of American intelligence
seem to go dark. Yet in those years alittle known clandestine organization, the Strategic Services Unit
(SSU), emerged from the remnants of wartime American intelligence to lay the groundwork for what would
become the CIA and, in ways revealed here for the first time, conduct its own secret war of espionage and
political intrigue in postwar Europe. Telling the full story of this early and surprisingly effective espionage
arm of the United States, Spying through a Glass Darkly brings a critical chapter in the history of Cold War
intelligence out of the shadows.

Constrained by inadequate staff and limited resources, distracted by the conflicting demands of agencies of
the U.S. government, and victimized by disinformation and double agents, the Strategic Services Unit
struggled to maintain an effective American clandestine capability after the defeat of the Axis Powers. Never
viscerally anti-communist, the Strategic Services Unit was slow to recognize the Soviet Union as a potential
threat, but gradually it began to mount operations, often in collaboration with the intelligence services of
Britain, France, Italy, Denmark, and Sweden, to throw light into the darker corners of the Soviet regime.

Bringing to bear awealth of archival documents, operational records, interviews, and correspondence, David
Alvarez and Eduard Mark chronicle SSU’ s successes and failures in procuring intelligence on the
capabilities and intentions of the Soviet Union, a chronicle that delves deeply into the details of secret
operations against Soviet targets throughout Europe: not only in the backstreets of the divided cities of Berlin
and Vienna, but also the cafes, hotels, offices, and salons of such cosmopolitan capitals as Paris, Rome,
Budapest, Prague, and Warsaw.

A remarkable account of a clandestine war of espionage, kidnappings, blackmail, disinformation, and
political subversion, Spying through a Glass Darkly also describes the quantity and quality of intelligence
collected by SSU and disseminated to its “customers’ in the U.S. government—information that would
influence the attitudes and actions of decision makers and, as the Cold War evolved, the course of the nation
in anew and dangerous world.
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From reader reviews:
Stephen Hancock:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extratime? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question
since just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Spying Through a Glass Darkly:
American Espionage against the Soviet Union, 1945-1946 to read.

Timothy Rhine:

Typically the book Spying Through a Glass Darkly: American Espionage against the Soviet Union, 1945-
1946 has alot details on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of help. The book was published by
the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Meinda Brown:

This Spying Through a Glass Darkly: American Espionage against the Soviet Union, 1945-1946 is new way
for you who has attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into
it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Spying
Through a Glass Darkly: American Espionage against the Soviet Union, 1945-1946 can be the light food for
yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create
itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that
in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So thereis no in reading areserve
especially thisone. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just
read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

Wanda Pence:

Asascholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real
their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Y eah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore, this Spying Through a Glass Darkly: American Espionage against the Soviet
Union, 1945-1946 can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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