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Sailor, painter, doctor, lawyer, polyglot, and writer, Dmitri Bystrolyotov

(1901–75) led a life that might seem far-fetched for a spy novel, yet here

the truth is stranger than fiction. The result of a thirty-five-year journey

that started with a private meeting between the author and Bystrolyotov

in 1973 Moscow and continued through the author’s subsequent

research in international archives, Stalin’s Romeo Spy: The Remarkable

Rise and Fall of the KGB’s Most Daring Operative pieces together a life lived

in the shadows of the twentieth century’s biggest events.

 

One of the “Great Illegals,” a team of outstanding Soviet spies operating

in Western countries between the world wars, Bystrolyotov was

the response to Sidney Reilly, the British prototype for James Bond.

A dashing man, his modus operandi was the seduction of women—

among them a French embassy employee, a German countess, the wife

of a British official, and a Gestapo officer—which enabled Stalin to look

into diplomatic pouches of many European countries. Risking his life,

Bystrolyotov also stole military secrets from Nazi Germany and Fascist

Italy. A man of extraordinary physical courage, he twice crossed the

Sahara Desert and the jungles of Congo.

 

But his success as a spy didn’t save him from Stalin’s purges, at the

height of which he was arrested and tortured until he falsely confessed



to selling out to the enemy. Sentenced to twenty years of hard labor in

the Gulag, Bystrolyotov risked more severe punishment by documenting

the regime’s crimes against humanity in unpublished and suppressed

memoirs that rival those of Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn.

 

The first full-length biography in any language, at once a real-life

spy thriller, a drama of desire, and a prison memoir, Stalin’s Romeo Spy

is the true account of a flawed yet extraordinary man.
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From reader reviews:

Kathie Richmond:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a
book. They can be reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the
person who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem
or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Stalin's Romeo Spy: The Remarkable Rise and Fall of
the KGB's Most Daring Operative.

Lauren Joseph:

Exactly why? Because this Stalin's Romeo Spy: The Remarkable Rise and Fall of the KGB's Most Daring
Operative is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will
distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as
help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were
you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Robert Alston:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Stalin's Romeo Spy: The Remarkable Rise and Fall of the KGB's Most Daring
Operative will give you new experience in examining a book.

Thomas Rice:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By book Stalin's Romeo Spy: The Remarkable Rise and Fall of the KGB's Most Daring Operative we can get
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Only
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book
Stalin's Romeo Spy: The Remarkable Rise and Fall of the KGB's Most Daring Operative. You can more



inviting than now.
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