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Although Gustav Mahler was a famous conductor in Vienna and New York, the music that he wrote was
condemned during his lifetime and for many years after his death in 1911. “Pages of dreary emptiness,”
sniffed a leading American conductor. Yet today, almost one hundred years later, Mahler has displaced
Beethoven as a box-office draw and exerts a unique influence on both popular music and film scores.
 
Mahler’s coming-of-age began with such 1960s phenomena as Leonard Bernstein’s boxed set of his
symphonies and Luchino Visconti’s film Death in Venice, which used Mahler’s music in its sound track. But
that was just the first in a series of waves that established Mahler not just as a great composer but also as an
oracle with a personal message for every listener. There are now almost two thousand recordings of his
music, which has become an irresistible launchpad for young maestros such as Gustavo Dudamel.
 
Why Mahler? Why does his music affect us in the way it does?
 
Norman Lebrecht, one of the world’s most widely read cultural commentators, has been wrestling
obsessively with Mahler for half his life. Pacing out his every footstep from birthplace to grave, scrutinizing
his manuscripts, talking to those who knew him, Lebrecht constructs a compelling new portrait of Mahler as
a man who lived determinedly outside his own times. Mahler was—along with Picasso, Einstein, Freud,
Kafka, and Joyce—a maker of our modern world.
 
“Mahler dealt with issues I could recognize,” writes Lebrecht, “with racism, workplace  chaos, social
conflict, relationship breakdown, alienation, depression, and the limitations of medical knowledge.” Why
Mahler? is a book that shows how music can change our lives.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Stamper:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Why Mahler?: How One Man and Ten
Symphonies Changed Our World is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Corinne Parsons:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Why Mahler?: How One
Man and Ten Symphonies Changed Our World is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Patricia Stokes:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Why Mahler?: How One Man and Ten Symphonies
Changed Our World as the daily resource information.

Irma Tijerina:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Why Mahler?: How One Man and Ten Symphonies
Changed Our World was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Why Mahler?:
How One Man and Ten Symphonies Changed Our World has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun
and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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