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Y ukichi Fukuzawa rose from low samurai origins to become one of the finest intellectuals and social
thinkers of modern Japan. Through his best-selling works, he helped transform an isolated feudal nation into
afull-fledged international force.

In Outline of a Theory of Civilization, the author's most sustained philosophical text, Fukuzawa translates
and adapts a range of Western works for a Japanese audience, establishing the social, cultural, and political
avenues through which Japan could connect with other countries. Echoing the ideas of Western
contemporaries such as Ralph Waldo Emerson and Walt Whitman, Fukuzawa encouraged a grassroots
elevation of the individual and national spirit, aswell asfreeinitiative in the private domain. Fukuzawa's
bold project articulated thoughts that, for him, bolstered the material evidence of Western civilization. He
argued that the essential difference separating Western countries from Japan and Asiawas the extent to
which citizens acted like free and responsible individuals.

This careful new trandlation, accompanied by a comprehensive critical introduction, highlights the truly
transnational aspects of Outline of a Theory of Civilization and its status as a foundational text of modern
Japanese civilization. Approaching Fukuzawa's progressive thought with afresh eye, these scholars elucidate
the monumental and peerless quality of hiswork.
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From reader reviews:
Ruby Freeman:

The book An Outline of a Theory of Civilization can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book An Outline of a Theory of Civilization? Some of
you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you
could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book An Outline of a Theory of Civilization has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can search the
enormous world by open and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

Beth Ritchey:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have extratime, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just arobot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you ever try thisone, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is definitely An Outline of a Theory of Civilization.

James Furlow:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like An Outline of a Theory of Civilization
which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Marsha Young:

Isit you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just telling
lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This An Outline of a Theory of Civilization can be the
respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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