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General stores are essential to the image of a colonial village. Many historians, however, still base their
stories of settlement on the notion of rural self-sufficiency, begging the question: if general stores were so
common, who were their customers? To answer this, Consumers in the Bush draws on the account books of
country stores, rich evidence that has rarely been used. Douglas McCalla considers more than 30,000
transactions on the accounts of 750 families at seven Upper Canadian stores between 1808 and 1861. These
customers were typical of rural society - farmers, artisans, labourers, and often women. At village stores they
found a wide variety of products, most imported from Britain, a few from the United States, and a surprising
number that were produced locally. Three chapters focus on the major product categories of dry goods,
groceries, and hardware; a fourth considers local products, and a fifth addresses a variety of items - from
household goods to footwear to school books. In telling us about the goods colonists bought, this book
explores what they were used for and the stories they allow us to tell about rural lives and experience. By
seeing rural Upper Canadians as consumers, Consumers in the Bush reveals them as full participants in the
rapidly changing nineteenth-century global world of goods.
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From reader reviews:

James Johnson:

The knowledge that you get from Consumers in the Bush: Shopping in Rural Upper Canada (McGill-Queen's
Rural, Wildland, and Resource Studies Series) may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide
within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware
of but Consumers in the Bush: Shopping in Rural Upper Canada (McGill-Queen's Rural, Wildland, and
Resource Studies Series) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way
that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific
Consumers in the Bush: Shopping in Rural Upper Canada (McGill-Queen's Rural, Wildland, and Resource
Studies Series) instantly.

William Todaro:

You can spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Consumers in the Bush: Shopping in Rural
Upper Canada (McGill-Queen's Rural, Wildland, and Resource Studies Series) is simple bringing you can
read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your
smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Luther Ritenour:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Consumers in the Bush: Shopping in
Rural Upper Canada (McGill-Queen's Rural, Wildland, and Resource Studies Series) can be the response, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Angela Kiefer:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Consumers in the Bush: Shopping in Rural Upper
Canada (McGill-Queen's Rural, Wildland, and Resource Studies Series) was bright colored and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book Consumers in the Bush: Shopping in Rural Upper Canada
(McGill-Queen's Rural, Wildland, and Resource Studies Series) has many kinds or style. Start from kids
until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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