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As is often the case with oral literature, we know nothing of the origins of Arabic poetry. The first surviving
pieces, from the beginning of the 6th century, are fully developed. The period from then till the second
quarter of the 7th century was remarkable due to the amount and quality of the poetry that was composed. In
later times, this period was acknowledged as the zenith of Arabic poetic composition, notable for its many
masterpieces. Learning to appreciate this early poetry is difficult for a range of reasons: it is the work of
people of a very alien milieu (the great composers were camel-dependent nomads) * it has an extraordinarily
rich vocabulary * its grammar has many complications that do not survive in the later language * its texts
were transmitted orally for up to two-and-a-half centuries * and there are serious problems about
authenticity. However, since all later Arabic poetry stems from this, it is therefore important for our
understanding of the language and ideas current in Arabia at the rise of Islam. The study of this earlier poetry
is a necessity for all serious students of Arabic. This new edition of Early Arabic Poetry combines two
volumes first published in 1992 and 1996, covering the major background problems faced by students of
early Arabic poetry. The text itself comprises two main sections. The first section contains a study of 15
poems from two of the more vivid genres: laments and poems by the outlaws, the latter including the
magnificent, brooding Lamiyyat al-'Arab. The second section focuses on famous odes, such as the Mu'allaqat
of Imru' ul-Qays, Labid and 'Abid, the Kafiyya of Zuhayr and the Marthiya of Abu Dhu'ayb. The poems are
analyzed in minute detail, providing the student with all the information needed to understand the texts and
the accompanying translations, and then to consider each poem's overall thrust and purpose.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Green:

The book Early Arabic Poetry: Select Poems can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book Early
Arabic Poetry: Select Poems? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which
book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Early Arabic
Poetry: Select Poems has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem
the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Mark Maney:

This Early Arabic Poetry: Select Poems book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This Early
Arabic Poetry: Select Poems without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Early Arabic Poetry: Select Poems can bring when you are
and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even phone. This Early Arabic Poetry: Select Poems having good arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Eunice Huynh:

This Early Arabic Poetry: Select Poems is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Early Arabic Poetry: Select Poems in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but
this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still
doubt which?

Albert Hartley:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Early Arabic Poetry: Select Poems or others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes



Early Arabic Poetry: Select Poems to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like
this one.
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