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During the Protestant Reformation, Martin Luther instituted new ideologies addressing gender, marriage,
chastity, and religious life that threatened Catholic monasticism. Yet many living in cloistered religious
communities, particularly women, refused to accept these new terms and were successful in their opposition
to the new Protestant culture.

Focusing primarily on a group of Dominican nuns in Strasbourg, Germany, Amy Leonard's Nails in the Wall
outlines the century-long battle between these nuns and the Protestant city council. With savvy strategies that
employed charm, wealth, and political and social connections, the nuns were able to sustain their Catholic
practices. Leonard's in-depth archival research uncovers letters about and records of the nuns' struggle to
maintain their religious beliefs and way of life in the face of Protestant reforms. She tells the story of how
they worked privately to keep Catholicism alive-continuing to pray in Latin, smuggling in priests to celebrate
Mass, and secretly professing scores of novices to ensure the continued survival of their convents. This
fascinating and heartening study shows that, far from passively allowing the Protestants to dismantle their
belief system, the women of the Strasbourg convents were active participants in the battle over their vocation
and independence.
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From reader reviews:

Zachary Mason:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you
want experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the
Nails in the Wall: Catholic Nuns in Reformation Germany (Women in Culture and Society) is kind of book
which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Robert Stewart:

Nails in the Wall: Catholic Nuns in Reformation Germany (Women in Culture and Society) can be one of
your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Nails in the Wall: Catholic Nuns in Reformation Germany (Women in Culture and
Society) although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of
crucial pondering.

Donald Wexler:

This Nails in the Wall: Catholic Nuns in Reformation Germany (Women in Culture and Society) is great
publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world
and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word
or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole
info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Nails in the Wall: Catholic Nuns in Reformation
Germany (Women in Culture and Society) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in
it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right
but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that
will?

Cynthia Haynes:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.



You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just in search of the Nails in the Wall: Catholic Nuns in Reformation Germany (Women in Culture and
Society) when you desired it?
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