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People have always lived in families, but what that means has varied dramatically across time and cultures.
The family isnot a"natural" phenomenon but an institution with a dynamic history stretching 10,000 years
into the past. Mary Jo Maynes and Ann Waltner tell the story of this fundamental unit from the beginnings of
domestication and human settlement. They consider the codification of rules governing marriage in societies
around the ancient world, the changing conceptions of family wrought by the heightened pace of colonialism
and globalization in the modern world, and how state policies shape families today.

The authors illustrate ways in which differences in gender and generation have affected family relations over
the millennia. Cooperation between family members--by birth or marriage--has driven expansions of power
and fusions of culturein times and places as different as ancient Mesopotamia, where kings daughters
became priestesses who mediated among the various cultures and religions of their fathers kingdom, and
sixteenth-century Mexico, in which alliances between Spanish men and indigenous women variously
allowed for consolidation of colonial power or empowered resistance to colonia rule. But family discord has
also driven - and been driven by - historical events such as Chinas 1919 May Fourth Movement, in which
young people seeking an end to patriarchal authority were key participants.

Maynes's and Waltner's view of the family as aforce of history bringsto light processes of human
development and patterns of socia life and allows for new insights into the human past and present.
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From reader reviews:
M egan Fairbanks:

This book untitled The Family: A World History (New Oxford World History) to be one of several booksin
which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit onit. You
will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Joshua Y oshida;

Reading a guide tends to be new life stylein this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days awaystry to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them isthis
The Family: A World History (New Oxford World History).

Marian Knight:

Typically the book The Family: A World History (New Oxford World History) has alot of knowledge on it.
So when you read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after looking over this book.

Danny Solberg:

Y ou could spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This The Family: A World History (New
Oxford World History) is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If
you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier
to read it. Y ou can savetypically the book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.
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