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The sources for this study are diverse. Decrees of ecclesiastical councils, papal bulls, and canonical
commentaries were investigated to identify the formal Catholic doctrines on marriage. Catechisms,
confessional manuals for priests, and popular religious literature were consulted to determine how the
church’s formal teachings were understood and interpreted as guides for concrete action. The basic cultural
attitudes toward marriage, love, and honor were studied in both popular religious literature and the drama
and prose of Spain’s Golden Age. The backbone of this study, however, consists of the actual records of
prenuptial disputes that took place in the colony of New Spain.The geographical area from which the
prenuptial disputes are drawn is the archdiocese of Mexico, which in colonial times embraced the highly
populated central region of the Spanish colony of New Spain. About three-quarters of the documentation
originated in Mexico City itself; the remainder came from urban areas outside the city.Two types of records
form the documentary base of the study. The first and largest category is that of ordinary marriage
applications, which were made by every couple who wanted to marry and were the first official step toward
marriage. Every couple had to appear before the local priest (or simply his notary in the larger parishes) to
declare that both parties were free to marry and intended to do so. Often couples were accompanied by
witnesses who were prepared to swear to the truth of the statements. It was in the course of these ordinary
applications that couples informed church officials in their own words of any opposition to their wedding,
and it is from these first applications that most of the evidence concerning marriage conflicts originates. A
second and much smaller body of documentary evidence consists of the records of lawsuits and formal
appeals to church officials to halt or permit marriages. Such cases represent only a small fraction of the
incidents of opposition and tended to involve only the wealthiest families, who could afford such actions.In
addition to reading nearly all the surviving marriage license applications for Mexico City of the colonial
period (approximately 16,000 applications), the author examined a major portion of the approximately 300
extant formal lawsuits over prenuptial disputes for the archdiocese of Mexico during the colonial period. For
the final period covered by the study, when the church ceded its control over prenuptial disputes to the
crown, the author examined the appeals to the central royal court in the viceroyalty of New Spain, called the
Audiencia of Mexico. Although its jurisdiction extended beyond the boundaries of the archdiocese, the
Audiencia was the secular unit that corresponded most closely to the archdiocesan one.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Yunker:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled To Love, Honor, and Obey in Colonial Mexico: Conflicts over
Marriage Choice, 1574-1821. Try to stumble through book To Love, Honor, and Obey in Colonial Mexico:
Conflicts over Marriage Choice, 1574-1821 as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you
feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us
make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Nick Peoples:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject To Love,
Honor, and Obey in Colonial Mexico: Conflicts over Marriage Choice, 1574-1821 suitable to you? The
actual book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled To Love, Honor, and Obey in
Colonial Mexico: Conflicts over Marriage Choice, 1574-1821is the main of several books in which everyone
read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book
you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a
wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this
book.

Todd Lyons:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top
listing in your reading list is To Love, Honor, and Obey in Colonial Mexico: Conflicts over Marriage
Choice, 1574-1821. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning
into precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Julio Huntsman:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book To Love, Honor, and Obey in Colonial Mexico: Conflicts over Marriage
Choice, 1574-1821 was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how
big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many



ways to get book that you just wanted.
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