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While the importance of writing has often been recognized, the role of books and especially that of libraries
has just as often been slighted. Knowledge, once generated, has to be communicated, preserved, and
accessible. Books in their varying formats—from clay tablets to scrolls and manuscripts to pixels—have
been instrumental in spreading knowledge, although relatively little attention has been given to the story of
books themselves.

A Social History of Books and Libraries from Cuneiform to Bytes traces the roles of books and libraries
throughout recorded history and explores their social and cultural importance within differing societies and
changing times. It presents the history of books from clay tablets to e-books and the history of libraries,
whether built of bricks or bytes. Following an introduction that sets the theoretical basis for the historical
importance of books and libraries, chapters alternate between the history of the book and the history of
libraries. Included within the chapters are short excursions on some particular development, such as book
emblems or cataloging. Case studies are given as thematic illustrations of libraries everywhere.

Patrick M. Valentine argues that social and cultural forces have been more influential in determining the
nature and status of information, books, and libraries than has technology. But A Social History of Books and
Libraries is far from a jeremiad against technology; rather it presents history within the subtle yet shifting
context of time and place. Although written primarily for librarians and library students, it will also be of
interest to a wider audience of scholars and those interested in books, libraries, and cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Antonucci:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot
more to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this A Social History of Books and
Libraries from Cuneiform to Bytes book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Michael Taylor:

The book with title A Social History of Books and Libraries from Cuneiform to Bytes contains a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside
new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere
you want.

Debra Ruff:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a guide. The book A Social History of Books and Libraries from Cuneiform to Bytes it is rather good
to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high
quality.

Ian Bracy:

The book untitled A Social History of Books and Libraries from Cuneiform to Bytes contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous
author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you
can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.
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