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As scandalous as any modern-day celebrity murder trial, the “ Giroux affair” was a maelstrom of intrigue,
encompassing daggers, poison, adultery, archenemies, servants, royalty, and legal proceedings that reached
the pinnacle of seventeenth-century French society. In 1638 Philippe Giroux, ajudge in the highest royal
court of Burgundy, allegedly murdered his equally powerful cousin, Pierre Baillet, and Baillet’ s valet,
Philibert Neugot. The murders were all the more shocking because they were surrounded by accusations
(particularly that Giroux had been carrying on a passionate affair with Baillet’ swife), conspiracy theories
(including allegations that Giroux tried to poison his mother-in-law), and unexplained deaths (Giroux’ s wife
and her physician died under suspicious circumstances). The trial lasted from 1639 until 1643 and cameto
involve many of the most distinguished and influential men in France, among them the prince of Condé,
Henri 11 Bourbon; the prime minister, Cardinal Richelieu; and King Louis XI1I.

James R. Farr reveals the Giroux affair not only as ariveting murder mystery but also as an illuminating
point of entry into the dynamics of power, justice, and law in seventeenth-century France. Drawing on the
voluminous trial records, Farr uses Giroux’ s experience in the court system to trace the mechanisms of
power—both the formal power vested by law in judicial officials and the informal power exerted by the
nobility through patron-client relationships. He does not take a position on Giroux’s guilt or innocence.
Instead, he allows readers to draw their own conclusions about who did what to whom on that ill-fated
evening in 1638.
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From reader reviews:
Renee Oneal:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled A Tale of Two Murders: Passion and Power in Seventeenth-Century France.
Try to make the book A Tale of Two Murders. Passion and Power in Seventeenth-Century France as your
close friend. It meansthat it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you
can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Chad Wright:

Within other case, little personsliketo read book A Tale of Two Murders: Passion and Power in
Seventeenth-Century France. Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Aslong as we know
about how is important some sort of book A Tale of Two Murders. Passion and Power in Seventeenth-
Century France. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open abook or
perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you fed uninterested to go
to thelibrary. Let's go through.

Lauren Allison:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in thisworld can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with
their story aswell astheir experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authorsin this world always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this
A Tale of Two Murders: Passion and Power in Seventeenth-Century France.

Scott Duran:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this A Tale of Two Murders: Passion and Power
in Seventeenth-Century France guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
skepticism A Tale of Two Murders: Passion and Power in Seventeenth-Century France as good book not
only by the cover but also with the content. Thisis one guide that can break don't assess book by its deal



with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of! ? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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