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Generations of immigrants have relied on small family businesses in their pursuit of the American dream.
This entrepreneurial tradition remains highly visible among Korean immigrants in New York City, who have
carved out a thriving business niche for themselves operating many of the city’s small grocery stores and
produce markets. But this success has come at a price, leading to dramatic, highly publicized conflicts
between Koreans and other ethnic groups. In Ethnic Solidarity for Economic Survival, Pyong Gap Min takes
Korean produce retailers as a case study to explore how involvement in ethnic businesses—especially where
it collides with the economic interests of other ethnic groups—powerfully shapes the social, cultural, and
economic unity of immigrant groups.

Korean produce merchants, caught between white distributors, black customers, Hispanic employees, and
assertive labor unions, provide a unique opportunity to study the formation of group solidarity in the face of
inter-group conflicts. Ethnic Solidarity for Economic Survival draws on census and survey data, interviews
with community leaders and merchants, and a review of ethnic newspaper articles to trace the growth and
evolution of Korean collective action in response to challenges produce merchants received from both white
suppliers and black customers.

When Korean produce merchants first attempted to gain a foothold in the city’s economy, they encountered
pervasive discrimination from white wholesale suppliers at Hunts Point Market in the Bronx. In response,
Korean merchants formed the Korean Produce Association (KPA), a business organization that gradually
evolved into a powerful engine for promoting Korean interests. The KPA used boycotts, pickets, and group
purchasing to effect enduring improvements in supplier-merchant relations.

Pyong Gap Min returns to the racially charged events surrounding black boycotts of Korean stores in the
1990s, which were fueled by frustration among African Americans at a perceived economic invasion of their
neighborhoods. The Korean community responded with rallies, political negotiations, and publicity
campaigns of their own. The disappearance of such disputes in recent years has been accompanied by a
corresponding reduction in Korean collective action, suggesting that ethnic unity is not inevitable but rather
emerges, often as a form of self-defense, under certain contentious conditions. Solidarity, Min argues, is
situational.

This important new book charts a novel course in immigrant research by demonstrating how business
conflicts can give rise to demonstrations of group solidarity. Ethnic Solidarity for Economic Survival is at
once a sophisticated empirical analysis and a riveting collection of stories—about immigration, race, work,
and the American dream.
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From reader reviews:

Cora Gallien:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Ethnic Solidarity for Economic
Survival: Korean Greengrocers in New York City is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Todd Pfeifer:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day
to reading a guide. The book Ethnic Solidarity for Economic Survival: Korean Greengrocers in New York
City it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-
book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but
this book possesses high quality.

Brenda Fairfax:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Ethnic Solidarity for Economic Survival: Korean
Greengrocers in New York City can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you
have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Ethnic
Solidarity for Economic Survival: Korean Greengrocers in New York City.

Jacqueline Lewis:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply
searching from it. It is known as of book Ethnic Solidarity for Economic Survival: Korean Greengrocers in
New York City. Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can
bring you from one spot to other place.
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