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In her award-winning, critically acclaimed Women's Writing in Italy, 1400--1650, Virginia Cox chronicles
the history of women writers in early modern Italy -- who they were, what they wrote, where they fit in
society, and how their status changed during this period. In this book, Cox examines more closely one
particular moment in this history, in many ways the most remarkable for the richness and range of women's
literary output.

A widespread critical notion sees Italian women's writing as a phenomenon specific to the peculiar literary
environment of the mid-sixteenth century, and most scholars assume that a reactionary movement such as the
Counter-Reformation was unlikely to spur its development. Cox argues otherwise, showing that women's
writing flourished in the period following 1560, reaching beyond the customary "feminine" genres of lyric,
poetry, and letters to experiment with pastoral drama, chivalric romance, tragedy, and epic. There were few
widely practiced genres in this eclectic phase of Italian literature to which women did not turn their hand.

Organized by genre, and including translations of all excerpts from primary texts, this comprehensive and
engaging volume provides students and scholars with an invaluable resource as interest in these exceptional
writers grows. In addition to familiar, secular works by authors such as Isabella Andreini, Moderata Fonte,
and Lucrezia Marinella, Cox also discusses important writings that have largely escaped critical interest,
including Fonte's and Marinella's vivid religious narratives, an unfinished Amazonian epic by Maddalena
Salvetti, and the startlingly fresh autobiographical lyrics of Francesca Turina Bufalini.

Juxtaposing religious and secular writings by women and tracing their relationship to the male-authored
literature of the period, often surprisingly affirmative in its attitudes toward women, Cox reveals a new and
provocative vision of the Italian Counter-Reformation as a period far less uniformly repressive of women
than is commonly assumed.

Praise for Women's Writing in Italy, 1400--1650

"Exhaustive and insightful... This is an amazing book, a major achievement in the field of women's studies."
-- Renaissance Quarterly

"This is a definitive study and will surely remain so for many years to come." -- Choice

"Virginia Cox has written a magisterial study of the major trends in women's writing in Renaissance and
Counter-Reformation Italy... This is indeed an impressive volume and one which deserves to be read and
studied. It will change the way we think about women's writing in early modern Italy." -- Modern Language
Review
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From reader reviews:

Josephine Lowe:

The book The Prodigious Muse: Women's Writing in Counter-Reformation Italy make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book
The Prodigious Muse: Women's Writing in Counter-Reformation Italy to become your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number
of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a e-book The Prodigious Muse:
Women's Writing in Counter-Reformation Italy. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Donna Kerns:

The actual book The Prodigious Muse: Women's Writing in Counter-Reformation Italy will bring someone
to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In
the event you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Prodigious
Muse: Women's Writing in Counter-Reformation Italy is much recommended to you to study. You can also
get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Jimmy Stansberry:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get
a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this The Prodigious Muse:
Women's Writing in Counter-Reformation Italy.

Roy Matsumoto:

You can obtain this The Prodigious Muse: Women's Writing in Counter-Reformation Italy by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for
the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally
can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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