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Humans are a puzzling species. On the one hand, we struggle to survive on our own in the wild, often failing
to overcome even basic challenges, like obtaining food, building shelters, or avoiding predators. On the other
hand, human groups have produced ingenious technologies, sophisticated languages, and complex
institutions that have permitted usto successfully expand into avast range of diverse environments. What
has enabled us to dominate the globe, more than any other species, while remaining virtually helpless as lone
individuals? This book shows that the secret of our success lies not in our innate intelligence, but in our
collective brains—on the ability of human groups to socialy interconnect and learn from one another over
generations.

Drawing insights from lost European explorers, clever chimpanzees, mobile hunter-gatherers, neuroscientific
findings, ancient bones, and the human genome, Joseph Henrich demonstrates how our collective brains have
propelled our species genetic evolution and shaped our biology. Our early capacities for learning from others
produced many cultural innovations, such as fire, cooking, water containers, plant knowledge, and projectile
weapons, which in turn drove the expansion of our brains and altered our physiology, anatomy, and
psychology in crucia ways. Later on, some collective brains generated and recombined powerful concepts,
such as the lever, wheel, screw, and writing, while aso creating the institutions that continue to alter our
motivations and perceptions. Henrich shows how our genetics and biology are inextricably interwoven with
cultural evolution, and how culture-gene interactions launched our species on an extraordinary evolutionary
trajectory.

Tracking clues from our ancient past to the present, The Secret of Our Success explores how the evolution of
both our cultural and social natures produce a collective intelligence that explains both our species immense
success and the origins of human unigqueness.
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From reader reviews:
Mandy Conway:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as
in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be The Secret of Our Success: How Culture Is Driving
Human Evolution, Domesticating Our Species, and Making Us Smarter why because the great cover that
make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Mary Oliveras:

Beside this specific The Secret of Our Success: How Culture Is Driving Human Evolution, Domesticating
Our Species, and Making Us Smarter in your phone, it could possibly give you away to get more close to the
new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got hereis freshin the
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in nharrow community. It is good thing to have
The Secret of Our Success: How Culture I's Driving Human Evolution, Domesticating Our Species, and
Making Us Smarter because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you
do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss this? Find this book and read it from today!

Thomas Garr ett:

This The Secret of Our Success: How Culture Is Driving Human Evolution, Domesticating Our Species, and
Making Us Smarter is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some information since it
relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps
you who still having little digest in reading this The Secret of Our Success: How Culture Is Driving Human
Evolution, Domesticating Our Species, and Making Us Smarter can be the light food in your case because
the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, yep | mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve
form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book
especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that!
Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.

CharlesHolland:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Secret of Our Success. How Culture Is



Driving Human Evolution, Domesticating Our Species, and Making Us Smarter as well as others sources
were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Secret of Our
Success: How Culture Is Driving Human Evolution, Domesticating Our Species, and Making Us Smarter to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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