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“Preternaturally hardened whale dung” is not the first image that comes to mind when we think of perfume,
otherwise a symbol of glamour and allure. But the key ingredient that makes the sophisticated scent linger on
the skin is precisely this bizarre digestive by-product—ambergris. Despite being one of the world’s most
expensive substances (its value is nearly that of gold and has at times in history been triple it), ambergris is
also one of the world’s least known. But with this unusual and highly alluring book, Christopher Kemp
promises to change that by uncovering the unique history of ambergris.

A rare secretion produced only by sperm whales, which have a fondness for squid but an inability to digest
their beaks, ambergris is expelled at sea and floats on ocean currents for years, slowly transforming, before it
sometimes washes ashore looking like a nondescript waxy pebble. It can appear almost anywhere but is
found so rarely, it might as well appear nowhere. Kemp’s journey begins with an encounter on a New
Zealand beach with a giant lump of faux ambergris—determined after much excitement to nothing more
exotic than lard—that inspires a comprehensive quest to seek out ambergris and its story. He takes us from
the wild, rocky New Zealand coastline to Stewart Island, a remote, windswept island in the southern seas, to
Boston and Cape Cod, and back again. Along the way, he tracks down the secretive collectors and traders
who populate the clandestine modern-day ambergris trade.

Floating Gold is an entertaining and lively history that covers not only these precious gray lumps and those
who covet them, but presents a highly informative account of the natural history of whales, squid, ocean
ecology, and even a history of the perfume industry. Kemp’s obsessive curiosity is infectious, and eager
readers will feel as though they have stumbled upon a precious bounty of this intriguing substance.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Israel:

The book Floating Gold: A Natural (and Unnatural) History of Ambergris can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book Floating Gold: A
Natural (and Unnatural) History of Ambergris? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with
the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book Floating Gold: A Natural (and Unnatural) History of Ambergris has simple shape but you know:
it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a e-
book. So it is very wonderful.

Ruben Martin:

This Floating Gold: A Natural (and Unnatural) History of Ambergris usually are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Floating Gold: A Natural (and Unnatural) History
of Ambergris can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book
and printed versions. Beside that this Floating Gold: A Natural (and Unnatural) History of Ambergris forcing
you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking
that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Mary Lee:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Floating Gold: A Natural (and Unnatural) History of Ambergris your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get previous to. The Floating Gold: A Natural (and Unnatural) History of Ambergris
giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your
better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind
are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Gary McKinney:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you



want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Floating Gold: A Natural (and Unnatural) History of Ambergris provide you with a new experience in
reading a book.
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