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In 1860, Queen Victoria sent her eighteen-year-old son, Albert Edward, Prince of Wales, on a goodwill
mission to Canada and the United States. The young heir-apparent (later King Edward VII) had not yet
gained his reputation as a fashion setter and rake, but he nevertheless attracted enormous crowds both in
Canada, where it was the first royal visit, and in the United States. Civic leaders hosted the visitor in princely
style, decorating their towns with triumphal arches and organizing royal entries, public processions,
openings, and grand balls.

In Royal Spectacle, Ian Radforth recreates these displays of civic pride by making use of the many public
and private accounts of them, and he analyses the heated controversies the visit provoked. When
communities rushed to honour the prince and put themselves on display, social divisions inadvertently
became part of the spectacle seen by the prince and described by visiting journalists. Street theatre reached a
climax in Kingston, where the Prince of Wales could not disembark from his steamer because of the defiance
of thousands of Orangemen dressed in their brilliant regalia and waiving their banners.

Contemporary depictions of the tour provide an opportunity to interpret the cultural values and social
differences that shaped Canada during the Confederation decade and the United States on the eve of the Civil
War. Topics explored include Orange-Green conflict, First Nations and the politics of public display,
contested representations of race and gender, the tourist gaze, and meanings of crown and empire. An
original and erudite study, Royal Spectacle contributes greatly to historical research on public spectacle,
colonial and national identities, Britishness in the Atlantic world, and the history of the monarchy.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Barclay:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Royal Spectacle: The
1860 Visit of the Prince of Wales to Canada and the United States? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Alma Driver:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Royal Spectacle: The 1860 Visit of
the Prince of Wales to Canada and the United States as the daily resource information.

Sam Current:

The actual book Royal Spectacle: The 1860 Visit of the Prince of Wales to Canada and the United States has
a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This
kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Charles Branch:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Royal Spectacle: The 1860 Visit of the Prince of
Wales to Canada and the United States, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish
to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come
on its named reading friends.
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