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The idea that religion has a dangerous tendency to promote violence is part of the conventional wisdom of
Western societies, and it underlies many of our institutions and policies, from limits on the public role of
religion to efforts to promote liberal democracy in the Middle East. William T. Cavanaugh challenges this
conventional wisdom by examining how the twin categories of religion and the secular are constructed. A
growing body of scholarly work explores how the category 'religion' has been constructed in the modern
West and in colonial contexts according to specific configurations of political power. Cavanaugh draws on
this scholarship to examine how timeless and transcultural categories of 'religion and 'the secular' are used in
arguments that religion causes violence. He argues three points: 1) There is no transhistorical and
transcultural essence of religion. What counts as religious or secular in any given context is a function of
political configurations of power; 2) Such a transhistorical and transcultural concept of religion as non-
rational and prone to violence is one of the foundational legitimating myths of Western society; 3) This myth
can be and is used to legitimate neo-colonial violence against non-Western others, particularly the Muslim
world.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Silva:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for us. The book The Myth of Religious Violence: Secular Ideology and the
Roots of Modern Conflict has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve The Myth of Religious Violence: Secular
Ideology and the Roots of Modern Conflict is not only giving you more new information but also to become
your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship with all the book The Myth of Religious Violence: Secular Ideology and the Roots of
Modern Conflict. You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Steven Williams:

The actual book The Myth of Religious Violence: Secular Ideology and the Roots of Modern Conflict has a
lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. That book
very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Marco Manuel:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Myth of Religious Violence: Secular Ideology and the Roots of Modern Conflict your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The The Myth of Religious Violence: Secular Ideology and
the Roots of Modern Conflict giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is
your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Larry Tatro:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes studying,
not only science book and also novel and The Myth of Religious Violence: Secular Ideology and the Roots
of Modern Conflict as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes The Myth of Religious Violence: Secular Ideology and the Roots of
Modern Conflict to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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