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Jackson Pollock, the towering American artist who was to revolutionize twentieth-century art with his
"dripping" painting technique, grew up between the late 1920s and the late 1940s, the youngest of five boys
born in the American West. Though often apart, whether they were traveling for work or for studies, sons
and parents kept in close touch through their regular exchange of letters. Their correspondence offers an
invaluable insight into the formation of one of America's most influential artists, but it also draws a unique
portrait of America itself between two momentous events in its history: the Great Depression and World War
II.

These letters - many of which are published for the first time in this volume - show that the Pollock brothers
took a keen and early interest in art and politics. Their interest in painting was stimulated in part by Thomas
Hart Benton, then a teacher at the Art Students League in New York, whose passion and commitment was to
influence them profoundly. Jackson followed his oldest brother Charles to New York to study with Benton.
While Charles subscribed to many of his mentor's left-wing beliefs and remained determined to bring art and
social justice together, Jackson was far less committed to this ideal - he enjoyed life and traveled across
America, hitting the open road and jumping from train to train, finding himself thrown out of school and
even ending up in prison for a day, prodded on by his pronounced mystical leanings to search for his own
way to express his artistic intuitions.

Through this vivid, lively and often moving correspondence from an atypical yet very American family, we
catch a novel glimpse of Jackson Pollock the man, as well as of the various artistic schools and debates that
established what has now become modern art.

This remarkable volume will be enjoyed by anyone interested in Jackson Pollock and modern art, as well as
anyone interested in twentieth-century America. The volume includes original works of art by Charles
Pollock and an Introduction by Michael Leja, an expert on Abstract Expressionism and the work of Jackson
Pollock.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ponce:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and important the book American Letters: 1927-1947. All type of
book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Tara Scribner:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled American Letters: 1927-1947 the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to.
The American Letters: 1927-1947 giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern
at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Annamarie Hernandez:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top record in your reading list is American Letters: 1927-1947. This book which can be qualified as The
Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-
book you can get many advantages.

Faye Pearson:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book American Letters: 1927-1947 was colourful and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book American Letters: 1927-1947 has many kinds or type.
Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are
the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.
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