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NIZAMI: SELECTED POEMS Translation & Introduction Paul Smith Nizami (d. 1208) is a true Sufi
Master Poet who is most famous for his six books in masnavi form: The Treasury of the Mysteries, Layla
and Majnun, Khrosrau and Shirin, The Seven Portraits and his two books on Alexander. He also composed a
Divan of approximately 20,ooo couplets mostly in ghazals and ruba’is… tragically only 200 couplets
survive. His influence on Attar, Rumi, Sadi, Hafiz and Jami and all others that followed was profound. Here
is the largest number of his ghazals and ruba’is and qasidas translated into English and a good selection from
his masnavis. Included in the Introduction… the life and Times and Poetry of Nizami and on the various
forms of poetry he used and a Selected Bibliography. The correct rhyme-structure has been kept as well as
the beauty and meaning of these beautiful, mystical poems. 235 pages. COMMENTS ON PAUL SMITH’S
TRANSLATION OF HAFIZ’S ‘DIVAN’. “It is not a joke... the English version of ALL the ghazals of Hafiz
is a great feat and of paramount importance. I am astonished. If he comes to Iran I will kiss the fingertips that
wrote such a masterpiece inspired by the Creator of all and I will lay down my head at his feet out of
respect.” Dr. Mir Mohammad Taghavi (Dr. of Literature) Tehran. “Superb translations. 99% Hafiz 1% Paul
Smith.” Ali Akbar Shapurzman, translator of many mystical works in English into Persian and knower of
Hafiz’s Divan off by heart. “Smith has probably put together the greatest collection of literary facts and
history concerning Hafiz.” Daniel Ladinsky (Penguin Books author). “I was very impressed with the beauty
of these books.” Dr. R.K. Barz. Faculty of Asian Studies, Australian National University. Paul Smith is a
poet, author and translator of over 80 books of Sufi poets from the Persian, Arabic, Urdu, Turkish, Pashtu
and other languages… including Hafiz, Sadi, Nizami, Rumi, ‘Attar, Sana’i, Jahan Khatun, Obeyd Zakani,
Nesimi, Kabir, Anvari, Ansari, Jami, Khayyam, Rudaki, Yunus Emre and many others, as well as poetry,
fiction, plays, biographies, children’s books and screenplays.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Bell:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Nizami: Selected Poems is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Adam McGrath:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one with theme for
entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Nizami: Selected Poems is kind of reserve which is giving the
reader unforeseen experience.

Irene Gamino:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot
of new info. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read
this Nizami: Selected Poems, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Christine Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So
you know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something
by book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Nizami:
Selected Poems.
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