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The first biography of the great black actor, activist, athlete--and tragic victim of the blacklist

Imagine an actor as familiar to audiences as Denzel Washington and Morgan Freeman are today--who is then
virtually deleted from public memory. Such is the story of Canada Lee. Among the most respected black
actors of the forties and a tireless civil rights advocate, Lee was unjustly dishonored, his name reduced to a
footnote in the history of the McCarthy era, his death one of a handful directly attributable to the blacklist.

Born in Harlem in 1907, Lee was a Renaissance man. A musical prodigy on violin and piano at eleven, by
thirteen he had become a successful jockey and by his twenties a champion boxer. After wandering into
auditions for the WPA Negro Theater Project, Lee took up acting and soon shot to stardom in Orson Welles's
Broadway production of Native Son, later appearing in such classic films as Lifeboat and the original Cry,
the Beloved Country. But Lee's meteoric rise to fame was followed by a devastating fall. Labeled a
Communist by the FBI and HUAC as early as 1943, Lee was pilloried during the notorious spy trial of Judith
Coplon in 1949, then condemned in longtime friend Ed Sullivan's column. He died in 1952, forty-five and
penniless, a heartbroken casualty of a dangerous and conflicted time. Now, after nearly a decade of research,
Mona Z. Smith revives the legacy of a man who was perhaps the blacklist's most tragic victim.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Murray:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Becoming Something: The Story of Canada Lee.
You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important
any book Becoming Something: The Story of Canada Lee. You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
learn.

Leticia Cantrell:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book Becoming Something: The Story of Canada Lee
had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The e-book Becoming Something: The Story of Canada Lee is not only giving
you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book Becoming Something:
The Story of Canada Lee. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Concepcion Shaw:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Becoming Something: The Story of
Canada Lee that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you may pick Becoming Something: The Story of Canada Lee become your
starter.

Joshua Miner:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Becoming Something: The Story of
Canada Lee is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you
did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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