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Ireland's patron saint has long been shrouded in legend: he drove the snakes out of Ireland; he triumphed
over Druids and their supernatural powers; he used a shamrock to explain the Christian mystery of the
Trinity. But his true story is more fascinating than the myths. We have no surviving image of Patrick, but we
do have two remarkable letters that he wrote about himself and his beliefs -- letters that tell us more about
the heart and soul of this man than we know about almost any of his contemporaries. In St. Patrick of Ireland
Philip Freeman brings the historic Patrick and his world vividly to life.
Born in Britain late in the fourth century to an aristocratic family, Patrick was raised as a Roman citizen and
a nominal Christian, destined for the privileged life of the nobility. But just before his sixteenth birthday, he
was kidnapped by Irish pirates and abducted to Ireland, where he spent six lonely years as a slave, tending
sheep. Trapped in a foreign land, despondent, and at the mercy of his master, Patrick's ordeal turned him
from an atheist to a true believer. After a vision in which God told him he would go home, Patrick escaped
captivity and, following a perilous journey, returned to his astonished parents. Even more astonishing was
his announcement that he intended to go back to Ireland and devote the rest of his life to ministering to the
people who had once enslaved him.
One of Patrick's two surviving letters is a declaration written to jealous British bishops in defense of his
activities in Ireland; the other is a stinging condemnation of a ruthless warlord who attacked and killed some
of Patrick's Irish followers. Both are powerful statements remarkable for their passion and candor. Freeman
includes them in full in new translations of his own.
Combining Patrick's own heartfelt account of his life as he revealed it himself with the turbulent history of
the British Isles in the last years of the Roman Empire, St. Patrick of Ireland brilliantly brings to life the real
Patrick, shorn of legend, and shows how he helped to change Irish history and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Flynt:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this St. Patrick of Ireland: A Biography.

Jennie Miller:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this St. Patrick of Ireland: A
Biography book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Calvin Lee:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This St. Patrick of Ireland: A Biography book is readable by simply you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of St.
Patrick of Ireland: A Biography content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking St. Patrick of Ireland: A Biography is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Dorothea Profitt:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular St. Patrick of Ireland: A Biography can give you a
lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have St. Patrick of Ireland:
A Biography.
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