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Rape is one of the oldest crimes, yet in some ways it is the least understood. Criminal law classifies rape as a
crime against the person along with murder, robbery, and battery. But in at least one respect rape is unique--
with few exceptions its perpetrators are male and its victims are female. The gendered nature of rape raises
questions of equality and fairness as well as about the scope of individual rights to autonomy, privacy,
security, and bodily integrity. Rape is therefore an important subject for political and social philosophy as
well as for ethics, feminist philosophy, and the philosophy of law.

This collection of original essays by leading philosophers investigates the philosophical dimensions of rape
in all of its manifestations: act, crime, practice, and institution. The essays examine such issues as the nature
of rape; the wrongfulness and harmfulness of rape; the relation of rape to racism, sexism, classism, and other
forms of oppression; and the legitimacy of various rape-law doctrines (such as the corroboration
requirement, the marital-rape exemption, and the reasonable-belief defense). Each contributor advances a
novel argument and seeks to disentangle the conceptual, evaluative, and empirical issues that arise in
connection with the crime. Editor Keith Burgess-Jackson provides a substantive introduction, a history of
rape law, two extensive bibliographies, and a detailed index to round out this major addition to a much-
needed philosophical discussion of rape.

A Most Detestable Crime is among the first philosophical anthologies devoted exclusively to the subject of
rape--as complex and interesting intellectually as it is pervasive and disturbing socially. It is an essential
reference work not only for legal and feminist philosophers, but for feminist scholars and practitioners in
every field, including law, medicine, social work, and counseling. This volume will also be of interest to
social, political, and legal theorists of every ideological and methodological persuasion.
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From reader reviews:

Lauren Marine:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a guide. The book A Most Detestable Crime: New Philosophical Essays on Rape it is
very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high
quality.

Irene Howe:

This A Most Detestable Crime: New Philosophical Essays on Rape is great guide for you because the content
which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having A
Most Detestable Crime: New Philosophical Essays on Rape in your hand like having the world in your arm,
data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen
tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do
you still doubt this?

Emily Scott:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The A Most Detestable Crime: New Philosophical Essays on Rape will give you new experience in
studying a book.

Eric Hodges:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like A Most Detestable Crime:
New Philosophical Essays on Rape which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
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