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Olivia Muñoz-Rojas critically examines the wartime destruction and post-war rebuilding of three prominent
sites in Madrid, Bilbao and Barcelona in the Spanish Civil War and its aftermath. Each case highlights
different dimensions of the material impact of the conflict, the practical challenges of reconstruction and the
symbolic uses of the two processes by the winning side. The book reveals aspects of the Spanish Civil War
and the evolution of the Franco regime from an original and fruitful angle as well as more general insights
into the topic of wartime destruction and post-war reconstruction of cities. The title – Ashes and Granite –
aims to capture, visually and texturally, on the one hand, the damage caused by the war and, on the other, the
Franco regime’s concept of the ideal Hispanic construction material. … Written from an interdisciplinary
perspective at the intersection of urban and political history and theory, planning and architecture, the book
draws largely on unpublished archival material. Key features of the Franco regime’s rebuilding programme
are considered, such as the priority given to rural reconstruction and the persistent search for a national
architectural style. The case of Madrid centres on the failure of the Falange’s ambitious plans for a neo-
imperial capital as illustrative of the regime’s gradual shift from state planning to privately driven urban
development. The case of Bilbao focuses on the reconstruction of the bridges of the city to demonstrate how,
occasionally, the regime managed to turn destruction and reconstruction into opportunities for successfully
marking the beginning of what was perceived as a new era in Spain’s history. Finally, the opening of
Avenida de la Catedral in Barcelona exemplifies how wartime destruction sometimes facilitated the
implementation of controversial planning, acting as a catalyst for urban redevelopment. Moreover, the
opening of the avenue contributed to the disclosure of the ancient Roman city-wall, allowing the regime to
appropriate the ancient legacy symbolically.
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From reader reviews:

Loraine Brown:

This Ashes and Granite: Destruction and Reconstruction in the Spanish Civil War and Its Aftermath (The
Canada Blanch/Sussex Academic Studies on Contemporary Spain) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This Ashes and Granite: Destruction and Reconstruction in the Spanish Civil War
and Its Aftermath (The Canada Blanch/Sussex Academic Studies on Contemporary Spain) without we
comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being
worry Ashes and Granite: Destruction and Reconstruction in the Spanish Civil War and Its Aftermath (The
Canada Blanch/Sussex Academic Studies on Contemporary Spain) can bring any time you are and not make
your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone.
This Ashes and Granite: Destruction and Reconstruction in the Spanish Civil War and Its Aftermath (The
Canada Blanch/Sussex Academic Studies on Contemporary Spain) having excellent arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Erica Rawlins:

Here thing why this kind of Ashes and Granite: Destruction and Reconstruction in the Spanish Civil War and
Its Aftermath (The Canada Blanch/Sussex Academic Studies on Contemporary Spain) are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content from it
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Ashes and Granite: Destruction and Reconstruction in
the Spanish Civil War and Its Aftermath (The Canada Blanch/Sussex Academic Studies on Contemporary
Spain) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no
guide that similar with Ashes and Granite: Destruction and Reconstruction in the Spanish Civil War and Its
Aftermath (The Canada Blanch/Sussex Academic Studies on Contemporary Spain). It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Ashes
and Granite: Destruction and Reconstruction in the Spanish Civil War and Its Aftermath (The Canada
Blanch/Sussex Academic Studies on Contemporary Spain) in e-book can be your alternate.

James McDonald:

Ashes and Granite: Destruction and Reconstruction in the Spanish Civil War and Its Aftermath (The Canada
Blanch/Sussex Academic Studies on Contemporary Spain) can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Ashes and Granite:
Destruction and Reconstruction in the Spanish Civil War and Its Aftermath (The Canada Blanch/Sussex
Academic Studies on Contemporary Spain) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the



hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information may
drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Lorraine Wheat:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is Ashes and Granite: Destruction and Reconstruction in the Spanish Civil
War and Its Aftermath (The Canada Blanch/Sussex Academic Studies on Contemporary Spain) this
publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it
is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why
this book ideal all of you.
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