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'Unto thy seed I have given this land.' From the moment of God's covenant with Abraham in the Old
Testament, the idea that a people are chosen by God has had a central role in shaping national identity.
Chosen Peoples argues powerfully that sacred belief remains central to national identity, even in an
increasingly secular, globalized modern world. In this important new study, Anthony D. Smith goes in search
of the deep Judeo-Christian roots of the many manifestations of national identity.
This rich and timely contribution to current debates about nationalism explains the complex historical
reasons behind often violent modern conflicts around issues of land, culture, religion, and politics. Tracing
the development of individual nations over many centuries, it offers fascinating insights into the religious
and cultural foundations of countries such as Great Britain, the United States, Israel, France, and Germany.
The argument draws on a wide range of examples from historic landscapes in Ireland, Switzerland and
Egypt, myths of Arthurian Britain, Holy Russia, and Byzantium, through memories of a 'Golden Age', to the
modern commemoration of the 'Glorious Dead', and of victims of war.
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From reader reviews:

Nathanael Ma:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Chosen Peoples:
Sacred Sources of National Identity? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you
can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion
or you have different opinion?

Denise Dennis:

The actual book Chosen Peoples: Sacred Sources of National Identity has a lot info on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some
research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
looking over this book.

Agustin Byler:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The
Chosen Peoples: Sacred Sources of National Identity will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Brian Crowe:

You may spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Chosen Peoples: Sacred Sources of
National Identity is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.
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