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Since World War II, historians have analyzed a phenomenon of “white flight” plaguing the urban areas of
the northern United States. One of the most interesting cases of “white flight” occurred in the Chicago
neighborhoods of Englewood and Roseland, where seven entire church congregations from one
denomination, the Christian Reformed Church, left the city in the 1960s and 1970s and relocated their
churches to nearby suburbs. In Shades of White Flight, sociologist Mark T. Mulder investigates the migration
of these Chicago church members, revealing how these churches not only failed to inhibit white flight, but
actually facilitated the congregations’ departure.
 
Using a wealth of both archival and interview data, Mulder sheds light on the forces that shaped these
midwestern neighborhoods and shows that, surprisingly, evangelical religion fostered both segregation as
well as the decline of urban stability. Indeed, the Roseland and Englewood stories show how religion—often
used to foster community and social connectedness—can sometimes help to disintegrate neighborhoods.
Mulder describes how the Dutch CRC formed an insular social circle that focused on the local church and
Christian school—instead of the local park or square or market—as the center point of the community.
Rather than embrace the larger community, the CRC subculture sheltered themselves and their families
within these two places. Thus it became relatively easy—when black families moved into the
neighborhood—to sell the church and school and relocate in the suburbs. This is especially true because, in
these congregations, authority rested at the local church level and in fact they owned the buildings
themselves. 
 
Revealing how a dominant form of evangelical church polity—congregationalism—functioned within the
larger phenomenon of white flight, Shades of White Flight lends new insights into the role of religion and
how it can affect social change, not always for the better. 
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From reader reviews:

Donna Kerns:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Shades of White Flight:
Evangelical Congregations and Urban Departure will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much
more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading
some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in
search of best book or ideal book with you?

Robert Rochester:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question
simply because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this Shades of White Flight: Evangelical
Congregations and Urban Departure to read.

Clyde Miller:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while
is reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Shades of White
Flight: Evangelical Congregations and Urban Departure book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Terrie Newlin:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Shades of White Flight:
Evangelical Congregations and Urban Departure book as this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.
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