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Between 1939 and 1945, the British public was spellbound by the martial endeavours and dashing style of
the young men of the RAF, especially those with silvery fabric wings sewn above the breast pocket of their
glamorous date-blue uniform. Martin Francis provides the first scholarly study of the place of 'the flyer' in
British culture during the Second World War. Examining the lives of RAF personnel, and their popular
representation in literary and cinematic texts,

he illuminates broader issues of gender, social class, national and racial identities, emotiona life, and the
creation of anational myth in twentieth-century Britain. In particular, Francis argues that the flyer's
relationship to fear, aggression, loss of his comrades, bodily dismemberment, and

psychological breakdown reveals broader ambiguities surrounding the dominant understandings of
masculinity in the middle decades of the century.

Despite his star appeal, cultural representations of the flyer encompassed both the gentle, chivalrous warrior
and the uncompromising agent of destruction. Paying particular attention to the romantic universe of wartime
aircrew, Francis reveals the extraordinary contrasts of their daily lives: dicing with death in the sky one
moment, before sitting down to lunch with wives and children in the next. Male and female experiences
during the war were not polarized and antithetical, but were

complementary and interrelated, a conclusion which hasimplications for the history of gender in modern
Britain that reach well beyond either the specialized military culture of the wartime RAF or the

chronological parameters of the Second World War.
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From reader reviews:
Rebecca Shadwick:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The Flyer: British Culture and the Royal Air Force
1939-1945. Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how
isimportant the book The Flyer: British Culture and the Royal Air Force 1939-1945. Y ou can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by way of abook. Absolutely right, because from
book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open abook or searching
by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

James Y ancey:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled The Flyer: British Culture and the Royal Air Force
1939-1945 can be very good book to read. May beit is usually best activity to you.

Bernard Kovach:

The actual book The Flyer: British Culture and the Royal Air Force 1939-1945 hasalot info on it. So when
you check out this book you can get alot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Lorraine Paidey:

Isit anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Flyer: British Culture and the Royal
Air Force 1939-1945 can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are consequently out
of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new erais common not a geek activity. So what
these publications have than the others?
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