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The Wanano Indians of the northwest Amazon have a social system that differs from those of most tropical
forest tribes. Neither stratified by wealth nor strictly egalitarian, Wanano society is "ranked" according to
rigidly bound descent groups. In this pioneering ethnographic study, Janet M. Chernela decodes the structure
of Wanano society.

In Wanano culture, children can be "grandparents,” while elders can be "grandchildren." This apparent
contradiction springs from the fact that descent from ranked ancestors, rather than age or accumul ated
wealth, determines one's standing in Wanano society. But ranking's impulse is muted as senior clans,
considered to be succulent (referring to both seniority and resource abundance), must be generous gift-
givers. In thisway, resources are distributed throughout the society.

In two poignant chapters aptly entitled "Ordinary Dramas," Chernela shows that rank is a site of contest,
resulting in exile, feuding, personal shame, and even death. Thus, Chernelas account is dynamic, placing
rank in historic aswell as personal context.

Asthe deforestation of the Amazon continues, the Wanano and other indigenous peoples face growing
threats of habitat destruction and eventual extinction. If these peoples are to be saved, they must first be
known and valued. The Wanano Indians of the Brazlian Amazon is an important step in that direction.
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From reader reviews:
Ellen Garcia:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for usto learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will need this The Wanano Indians of the Brazilian Amazon: A Sense of Space.

Shawn Hodgin:

The book The Wanano Indians of the Brazilian Amazon: A Sense of Space can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book The Wanano
Indians of the Brazilian Amazon: A Sense of Space? A few of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book The Wanano Indians of the Brazilian Amazon: A Sense of
Space has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can look the
enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Susan Swain:

This The Wanano Indians of the Brazilian Amazon: A Sense of Space book isjust not ordinary book, you
have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book isinformation inside
thisreserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you
will get. This particular The Wanano Indians of the Brazilian Amazon: A Sense of Space without we
recogni ze teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry The Wanano Indians of the Brazilian Amazon: A Sense of Space can bring when you are and not
make your carrier space or bookshelves come to be full because you can haveit in the lovely laptop even
cellphone. This The Wanano Indians of the Brazilian Amazon: A Sense of Space having good arrangement
in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Carmen Hamm:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which isin the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Wanano Indians of the Brazilian Amazon:; A Sense of



Space as the daily resource information.
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