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Growing up an Italian-American in the Bensonhurst neighborhood of New York city, Marianna De Marco
longed for college, culture, and upward mobility. Her daydreams circled around WASP (White Anglo Saxon
Protestant) heroes on television—like Robin Hood and the Cartwright family—but in Brooklyn she never
encountered any. So she associated moving up with Ocean Parkway, a street that divides the working-class
Italian neighborhood where she was born from the middle-class Jewish neighborhood into which she
married. This book is Torgovnick's unflinching account of crossing cultural boundaries in American life, of
what it means to be an Italian American woman who became a scholar and literary critic.

Included are autobiographical moments interwoven with engrossing interpretations of American cultural
icons from Dr. Dolittle to Lionel Trilling, The Godfather to Camille Paglia. Her experiences allow her to
probe the cultural tensions in America caused by competing ideas of individuality and community, upward
mobility and ethnic loyalty, acquisitiveness and spirituality.
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From reader reviews:

Ernie Swisher:

This book untitled Crossing Ocean Parkway to be one of several books in which best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily
to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Carlos Garcia:

The book Crossing Ocean Parkway will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author
style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to
you. The book Crossing Ocean Parkway is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-
book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Ethel Springer:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Crossing Ocean Parkway
that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the
world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It
can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be
success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick Crossing Ocean
Parkway become your own personal starter.

Roger Richmond:

The book untitled Crossing Ocean Parkway contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl
idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily
worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author will take you in the
new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.
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