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In this amazing story of high stakes competition between two titans, Richard Moran shows how the electric
chair developed not out of the desire to be more humane but through an effort by one nineteenth-century
electric company to discredit the other.

In 1882, Thomas Edison ushered in the “age of electricity” when he illuminated Manhattan’s Pearl Street
with his direct current (DC) system. Six years later, George Westinghouse lit up Buffalo with his less
expensive alternating current (AC). The two men quickly became locked in a fierce rivalry, made all the
more complicated by a novel new application for their product: the electric chair. When Edison set out to
persuade the state of New York to use Westinghouse’s current to execute condemned criminals,
Westinghouse fought back in court, attempting to stop the first electrocution and keep AC from becoming
the “executioner’s current.” In this meticulously researched account of the ensuing legal battle and the
horribly botched first execution, Moran raises disturbing questions not only about electrocution, but about
about our society’s tendency to rely on new technologies to answer moral questions.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Justin Fernandez:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Executioner's Current: Thomas Edison, George Westinghouse, and the
Invention of the Electric Chair.

Dean Rakestraw:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Executioner's
Current: Thomas Edison, George Westinghouse, and the Invention of the Electric Chair suitable to you?
Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled Executioner's
Current: Thomas Edison, George Westinghouse, and the Invention of the Electric Chairis the one of several
books this everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
book you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give
you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this
book.

Allie Littlefield:

This Executioner's Current: Thomas Edison, George Westinghouse, and the Invention of the Electric Chair is
great book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world
and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or
we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Executioner's Current: Thomas Edison, George Westinghouse, and the Invention of the
Electric Chair in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We
can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this
is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Cheryl Lopez:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This publication Executioner's Current: Thomas Edison, George
Westinghouse, and the Invention of the Electric Chair was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time



to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In
the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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