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L etters from the Spanish Civil War provides a unique perspective into the motivations that led ayoung man
from the American heartland to defy U.S. neutrality and travel to Spain to fight in defense of democracy
against Nazi-and Fascist-backed aggression. Born in asmall town in rural Ohio, Carl Geiser came from a
deeply religious German-speaking family that had recently emigrated from Switzerland. The onset of the
Great Depression exposed Geiser to the reality of hard times and discrimination, challenging his belief that
hard work would bring self-reliance and just rewards. This awakening led him to question the logic and
values of capitalism and to become active in arange of youth and student organizations linked to the
Communist Party.

Following the 1936 military uprising that was supported by Hitler and Mussolini against Spain’s legally
elected Republican government, Geiser decided that more needed to be done than simply delivering speeches
and raising money to fight fascism. Joining with over 35,000 volunteers from fifty countries to cross the
Pyrenees and help defend the bel eaguered and isolated government, Geiser acted on his personal political
ideology, which was based on American small-town communal values and internationalist ideals of class-
based solidarity.

In Letters from the Spanish Civil War, possibly the largest surviving collection of letters written by aU.S.
volunteer during this conflict, Geiser eloquently describes to family and friends the deep personal
motivations that led him to risk hislife to defend democracy in afaraway country. His detailed descriptions
of the daily reality of warfare in one of the first battlefields of World War 11 sought to inspire those back
home to awaken the U.S. public opinion and policy makers to the global threat of Fascist expansionism.
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From reader reviews:
Douglas Stevens:

The book Letters from the Spanish Civil War: A U.S. Volunteer Writes Home can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like abook Letters from the
Spanish Civil War: A U.S. Volunteer Writes Home? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share
al of these. Book Letters from the Spanish Civil War: A U.S. Volunteer Writes Home has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by open
up and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

Dolores Young:

Do you redly one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't
work hereisdifficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be Letters from the Spanish Civil War: A U.S. Volunteer Writes Home
why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you
actually. Theinside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading sixth sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.

Adam Cuyler:

Beside this specific Letters from the Spanish Civil War: A U.S. Volunteer Writes Home in your phone, it
may give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't dways be worry if you fedl like an old people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Letters from the Spanish Civil War: A U.S. Volunteer Writes Home because
this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's all
about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this
book in addition to read it from today!

Laurie Cales:

Someindividuals said that they feel fed up when they reading areserve. They are directly felt that when they
get ahalf elements of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book L etters from the Spanish Civil War: A
U.S. Volunteer Writes Home to make your current reading is interesting. Y our own personal skill of reading
skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to open a
book and study it. Beside that the e-book L etters from the Spanish Civil War: A U.S. Volunteer Writes



Home can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of thesetime.
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