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A gripping intellectual history reveals how Oliver Wendell Holmes became a free-speech advocate and
established the modern understanding of the First Amendment

No right seems more fundamental to American public life than freedom of speech. Yet well into the
twentieth century, that freedom was still an unfulfilled promise, with Americans regularly imprisoned merely
for speaking out against government policies. Indeed, free speech as we know it comes less from the First
Constitutional Amendment than from a most unexpected source: Supreme Court justice Oliver Wendell
Holmes. A lifelong skeptic, he disdained all individual rights, including the right to express one's political
views. But in 1919, it was Holmes who wrote a dissenting opinion that would become the canonical
affirmation of free speech in the United States.

Why did Holmes change his mind? That question has puzzled historians for almost a century. Now, with the
aid of newly discovered letters and confidential memos, law professor Thomas Healy reconstructs in vivid
detail Holmes's journey from free-speech opponent to First Amendment hero. It is the story of a remarkable
behind-the-scenes campaign by a group of progressives to bring a legal icon around to their way of
thinking—and a deeply touching human narrative of an old man saved from loneliness and despair by a few
unlikely young friends.
Beautifully written and exhaustively researched, The Great Dissent is intellectual history at its best,
revealing how free debate can alter the life of a man and the legal landscape of an entire nation.
A Kirkus Reviews Best Nonfiction Book of 2013
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Barlow:

The book The Great Dissent: How Oliver Wendell Holmes Changed His Mind--and Changed the History of
Free Speech in America gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Great Dissent: How Oliver Wendell
Holmes Changed His Mind--and Changed the History of Free Speech in America to become your habit, you
can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a e-book The Great
Dissent: How Oliver Wendell Holmes Changed His Mind--and Changed the History of Free Speech in
America. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how
do you think about this reserve?

Lillian Tobias:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important normally. The book The Great Dissent: How Oliver Wendell Holmes Changed His
Mind--and Changed the History of Free Speech in America seemed to be making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide The Great
Dissent: How Oliver Wendell Holmes Changed His Mind--and Changed the History of Free Speech in
America is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you
sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while
using book The Great Dissent: How Oliver Wendell Holmes Changed His Mind--and Changed the History of
Free Speech in America. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Geraldine Schrader:

The book untitled The Great Dissent: How Oliver Wendell Holmes Changed His Mind--and Changed the
History of Free Speech in America contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend
idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you
can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author will take you in the new
period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.

Raymond Dixon:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Great Dissent: How Oliver Wendell Holmes
Changed His Mind--and Changed the History of Free Speech in America can be the answer, oh how comes?



It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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